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2021The Forester's Poem

     by John (Old Lard) Clemens c1950

I have seen this forest beauty,
Watched and studied it all the time.
How the big trees would mature, 
Younger ones would fall in line.

 
Like the old man's pace grows slower,

He has seen it at its best,
And he hears the gentle whisper 

As he sits him down to rest.

As we reach the age of forty,
Strong and vig'rous in our stride,

And the woods tools we are carrying
Over shoulder and by our side.

Talking of the woods and beauty,
And the work I like the best.

I listen to a whisper
As I lay me down to rest.

When we reach the age of fifty,
The old ladder is then complete. 

When we hear the foreman calling
It is anything but sweet.

 
"Come along and let's get going,

Load those logs and stop your jest."
Then I listen to that whisper

As I sit me down to rest.

You have done your best old fellow,
Younger ones will take your place.

You have seen Old Tug Hill slaughtered,
All of this you've had to face.

Five more years will be the finish
Of this beauty and the rest

And they'll hear the gentle whisper
As they lay me down to rest.

“Imagine, if you can, the poetry in his soul that was repressed
because his contemporaries and peers might have laughed at his

marvelous talent with the turn of a word.”  - Leona

Old Lard and Leona
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