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Little Salmon River Dams Information Meeting

August 24, 2026 Photo: Emily Fell




THE DAM STATE
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THE DAM STATE

Original Pupose of Dam

Water Supply (8%)

Fire Protection (5%) Recreation (51%)

Fish & Wildlife Pond (2%)

Flood Protection (6%)»

Hydroelectric (5%)

Irrigation (2%)

Source:
Other / Not Found (19%) NYS Inventory of Dams
















ELIMINATE OWNER'’S FINANCIAL BURDEN & LIABILITY
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ELIMINATE OWNER’S FINANCIAL BURDEN & LIABILITY

Environmental Conservation Law § 15-0507

Dam owners must operate and maintain their dam in safe
conditions at all times

Environmental Conservation Law § 71-1127

Owners who fail to comply ...may be subject to civil penalties




ELIMINATE OWNER'’S FINANCIAL BURDEN & LIABILITY

Stockwell v. Town of New Berlin (2010)

“Defendant are not relieved of liability 1f their dam failed
due to negligent maintenance or operation, and this
failure resulted in water being released at a faster rate
than would have naturally.”




020¢-010¢
600¢-000¢2
6661-0661
6B61-0861
6L61-0461
6961-0961
6561-0561
6r6l-0V61
BE6L-0E61
6E61-0261
6161-0161
6061-0061
6681-0681
6881-0881
6£81-0L81
6981-0981
6581-0581
6F8L-0FB1
6EBL-0E8T
6681-0281
6181-0181
6081-0081
66/1-06L1
68/1-08L1
6691-0691

85 years

NYS Dams Constructed by Decade
-_--IlllIII‘III

Average age

e
=
=
0
<
i
o3
<
Ll
Q
R
-
m
-l
<
O
<
g
=
L
<
o
Ll
4
>
(e
=
g
=
=
-l
Ll

NYS Inventory of Dams

Source:




ELIMINATE OWNER'’S FINANCIAL BURDEN & LIABILITY

DAM SAFETY INCIDENTS

70+ per year

90 per year

2 per year

1900-2000 2000-2025 2015-2025

Source: Association of State Dam Safety Officials, American Rivers
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IMPROVE PUBLIC SAFETY: FAILURE RISK
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LOW HEAD DAMS: DROWNING MACHINES

- INCREASING CURRENT

HIGH AERATION
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(DANGER!|

HAZARDOUS RECIRCULATING [§ ‘,

CURRENTS BELOW THIS DAM | =~
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50 deaths per year

E DANGER ZONE i

* https://www.asce.org/publications-and-news/civil-
engineering-source/civil-engineering-
magazine/article/2021/01/engineers-work-to-reduce-
drowning-deaths-at-low-head-dams 15




LOW HEAD DAMS: DROWNING MACHINES

a News Sports Entertainment/ Life Multimedia Opinion Obituaries Classifieds/Legals Things to do Games More & (_-3 24°

Kayaker drowns on icy Black River in Lewis County

-0

Source: American Whitewater Accident Database, https://www.americanwhitewater.org/explore/safety/accident-database/



https://www.americanwhitewater.org/explore/safety/accident-database/
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REDUCE FLOODING, INCREASE RESILIENCE

100-Year Flood Depths (FT)
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ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION
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ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION
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ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION
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THE CO-BENEFITS OF DAM REMOVAL
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STATE LEVEL GUIDANCE

AN AN N A
COMING SOON

a

DOCUMENTS ARE UNDER
CONSTRUCTION

Thank you for your patience




IMPROVE INTERNAL COLLABORATION AND COMMUNICATION

DEC Dam Removal Working Group
Water
Fish & Wildlife

Permits

Materials Management

Environmental Remediation
Marine Resources

General Counsel
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Sediment Assessment Field Training. October 2025.
Photo: Tim Koch 26




STATE FUNDING FOR DAM REMOVAL

DEC Resilient Watersheds
Grant

DEC Water Quality
Improvement Project (WQIP)

DOS Resilience & Flood Risk
Reduction

FEMA/DEC High Hazard Dam
Rehabilitation Grant
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