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Excerpt from a letter written by Ralph 
McGuire to Fred, December 1942

… Blount is having trouble in getting logs cut, they have about one hundred thousand at 
Harrisville that they could not get down last year. The maple is all in the kiln, we will finish that 
up about next Friday. Then we have about five weeks run of birch, and about seven weeks of 
beech. Howard said he did not believe he could get over two months sawing this year, after that 
he did not know what we would be doing, about 70 percent of our work goes into defense 
prospects.

In closing, Ralph writes,

… A lot of the boys are gone by us old fellows will try and keep this old town in good shape until 
you boys come back. Best wishes to you, Fred, but to Hell with the Japs.”



The Founder: George R. Blount



Newspaper 
Scan & Historic 
Home



Andy Thomas 
Blount



Four of 
the Six 
Blount 
Siblings
GEORGE,  BESS,  SARAH,  
AND ANDY T.  BLOUNT,  C .  
1930S

Photo donated by John Blount, 3-06-2026.



Early days 
logging on Tug 
Hill

Early on, the best way to bring timber in the winter was by horse. 

Did you know? Blount Lumber was 
one of the earliest industrial 
owners in Northern New York to 
practice re-forestation of cut-over 
timber tracts.



Early days logging on Tug Hill
One of the landings used to stockpile logs from Blount’s eastern sawmills in the Town of Boylston. Logs cut on 
company land (30,000 acres of timberland) were reloaded for transport to Lacona. 



Early days 
logging on Tug 
Hill
Little John Area, Redfield
Early 1900s



Little John Tract, c. 1905



Log Train
The Blounts had an affinity for horses and would continue to use them well after automobiles became 
commonplace, but logs are also transported by the Blount Log Train.



Log Train in the 
Village of Lacona, 
bringing logs to 
the mill



Sandy Creek Newspaper, 
c. 1930s

Lumbering was a booming industry.

A local company in Adams, NY, started issuing policies that 
local lumberman could issue on themselves for 
entrepreneurial purposes.

(Obtain a loan, expand the business, prototype of 
“workman’s comp”)



Blount 
Lumber 
Company, 
1908

The full “mill crew” from 
Blount Lumber, 1908.

Front (L to R): Walter Sprague, Percy Brewer, Arbie Tanner, Lawrence 
Bettinger, Melvin Outterson
Back (L to R): ? Salisbury, Charles Jennings, Alfred Bettinger, Ora Bebee, 
Jess Dewey, and George R Blount



Blount 
Lumber 
Company, 
c. 1912

“The works,” showing the 
venting system to clear sawdust, 
and the flooring plant



Blount 
Lumber, 
c. 1930s
Fire was a common issue 
(sawdust catching fire), and 
even with the company having 
its own fire hoses, new 
buildings were frequently 
raised.



Blount Lumber, c. 1930s
Mill in Lacona



Blount 
Lumber, 
c. 1930s



Blount Lumber, 
c. 1930s
Sawdust piles

They sold the byproducts (for 
animal bedding, garden fertilizer, 
etc.)

Some piles still visibly exist today 
in parts of Tug Hill



Blount 
Lumber 
Employees, 
c. 1930s



Blount Lumber 
Employees, c. 1930s
Company grows, kept expanding

Mill workers 



1930 Ad in Sandy Creek School Yearbook



Blount Lumber, c. 1940s



Blount Lumber Employees, late 1930s/pre-WWII



Bathinettes



Construction of New 
Blount Company 
Office
Company HQ

“Blount House” adjacent, tenant 
housing

Background: The Mill



Construction of New 
Blount Company 
Office
Note the train rails in the 
background of the photo.

The train could drive right into the 
mill/lumber yard.



Blount Lumber Company Aerial Imagery



Blount Lumber Company Aerial Imagery



Blount Lumber Company 



Blount Lumber 
Company, c. 
1960s 

Trucking fleet, owned and maintained 
by the company.



Blount Employees, 
c. 1960s, 1970s
Employees in the aluminum 
division.

Front (L to R): Marie Brown, 
Arlene Salisbury Kendall, Ella 
Hunter, Belva Pierce, Kevin 
Haywood, 

Back (L to R): Gary Gleason, Ron 
Gleason, Tim Payne, Francis 
Dealing



Blount 
Employees, 
c. 1960s, 
1970s

Front (L to R): Gene Haywood, Roland Lyndaker, Brent Goodberry, Jim Reid, Ralph Farmer, 
Richard Moffet, Bob Gamble
Back (L to R): Ralph Maitland, Pete Stafford, Ray Cerles, Bruce Killam, Rick Miller, Pete 
Hathway, Wilbur Chatterton, Warren Chrisman, John Bower, Don Meyeres, Ed Lyndaker



Blount 
Management 
Team, c. 1960s-
1970s

R to L: George Blount, Robert Parker, 
Thomas Blount, Jud Hoit



Blount Office 
Staff
Picture taken for Sandy Creek 
News

Not used because of visible 
women’s “back side,” “no rears,” 
etc.

Also note “dumb” computers on 
office desks



Blount 
Management 
Team, c. 1970s-
1980s



Blount 
Parker 
Employee 
Building
BPE BUILDING OPENS,  
DEC.  1948 



Blount Parker 
Employee 
Building

Part of the bowling alley still 
exists today in the Sandy Creek 
History Center!



Blount Parker Employee Building



Blount Parker 
Employee Building
Banquets, meetings, other social 
events 



Blount Parker 
Employee 
Building

A children’s bowling league.





Upstairs Stage



Blount 
Parker 
Employee 
Building
“Chewing Gum” league for 
younger kids.

Woman in center: Mrs. Bettinger, 
organized all children’s leagues for 
fifteen years.





BPE Building 
Purchase



Contact Info
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