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Monitoring and Funding for

Little Salmon River Aquatic
: Connectivity




DEC’s Great Lakes Program

NY’s Great Lakes Action Agenda advances: New York State

» Improving Environmental Quality Great Lakes Basin
« Eliminating Releases of Toxic Substances and
Controlling Sediment, Nutrient, and Pathogen
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Little Salmon River

Located in Oswego County
Headwaters are in Albion

Drains northwest through Parish and Mexico to Lake
Ontario at Mexico Point

Watershed Area is 85.04 square miles

Watershed is mostly forested

Source of drinking water for the Village of Mexico
(groundwater)




Little Salmon River Watershed
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Images from modelmywatershed.org courtesy of Upstate
Freshwater Institute




Watershed Management Opportunities

Citizen science monitoring (WAVE and CSLAP)

Drinking Source Water Protection Plan for the Village
of Mexico’s water supply

DOS Watershed Management Plan (a municipality
could apply to DOS for funding to develop and
implement the plan)

DEC Ag Nonpoint Source Planning Grant funding to

support planning for water quality improvement
projects

Promoting conservation practices to landowners

Studies to support aquatic connectivity, including
feasibility of dam removals and culvert right sizing ,
following DEC Stream Crossing guidelines Headwaters of Little

Including Little Salmon River project interests in the Salmon River in
Oswego County Comprehensive Plan Parish. Photo by

Oswego SWCD.



https://dec.ny.gov/regulatory/permits-licenses/waterways-coastlines-wetlands/protection-of-waters-program/stream-crossings

North Atlantic Aquatic Connectivity Collaborative Culvert Assessments

— culvert opening = 1.25 x streambed width —
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Watershed resiliency planning opportunities and funding

DEC Climate Smart Communities
DOS Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan

DEC Water Quality Improvement Project

DEC Non-Point Source Planning Grant

EFC Green Innovation Grants

EFC Green Resiliency Grants
NYS DHSES Hazard Mitigation funding



https://climatesmart.ny.gov/
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/
https://dos.ny.gov/local-waterfront-revitalization-program
https://dos.ny.gov/local-waterfront-revitalization-program
https://dec.ny.gov/get-involved/grant-applications/wqip-program
https://dec.ny.gov/get-involved/grant-applications/non-agricultural-nonpoint-source-planning-ms4-mapping-grant
https://dec.ny.gov/get-involved/grant-applications/non-agricultural-nonpoint-source-planning-ms4-mapping-grant
https://dec.ny.gov/get-involved/grant-applications/non-agricultural-nonpoint-source-planning-ms4-mapping-grant
https://efc.ny.gov/gigp
https://efc.ny.gov/grg
https://www.dhses.ny.gov/hazard-mitigation
https://www.dhses.ny.gov/hazard-mitigation

NOAA Habitat Restoration Grant

Fish Habitat Restoration Partnership Grant
« Supporting valuable fisheries and coastal resources

Improving the quality of our water by restoring coastal
wetlands

Providing recreational opportunities for the public’'s
use and enjoyment

* Increasing the resilience of Great Lakes communities

Eligible applicants are institutions of higher education,
non-profit organizations, commercial (for profit)
organizations, U.S. territories, and state and local
governments.

Due September 5th, 2025

Fort Covington Dam Removal

About the Project

Fort COVIHgtOﬂ Dam Removal The Ft. Covington Dam is the first barrier on the Salmon River, located five miles from its confluence with

the St. Lawrence River. Removal of the dam will re-establish fish access to over 35 miles of the Salmon
River and its tributaries. Removal will also enhance recreational boating opportunities, eliminate a public
safety hazard, and reduce the frequency and severity of flooding upstream in the Town of Fort Covington

Accomplishments

« 35 miles opened - in-stream habitat

Project example: Fort Covington
Dam Removal

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-

lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants O}
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/noaa-great-lakes-fish-habitat-restoration-partnership-grants

Guidance for Dam Safety and Removal

DEC Aquatic Connectivity and Barrier Removal
website

DEC Dam Safety Guidance

Association of State Dam Safety Officials Dam
Removal Considerations

Bureau of Flood Protection and Dam Safety:
DOWinformation@dec.ny.gov

DEC Region 7 Permitting: dep.r7@dec.ny.gov



https://dec.ny.gov/nature/waterbodies/oceans-estuaries/hudson-river-estuary-program/aquatic-habitats/aquatic-connectivity-and-barrier-removal
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/waterbodies/oceans-estuaries/hudson-river-estuary-program/aquatic-habitats/aquatic-connectivity-and-barrier-removal
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quantity/dam-safety-coastal-flood-protection/dam-safety
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quantity/dam-safety-coastal-flood-protection/dam-safety
https://damsafety.org/dam-owners/dam-removal
https://damsafety.org/dam-owners/dam-removal
https://damsafety.org/dam-owners/dam-removal
mailto:DOWinformation@dec.ny.gov
mailto:dep.r7@dec.ny.gov

Restoration Success - Shapp Pond Dam
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Topics Campus & Community All Stories Podcast Media Relations Cornellians

https://news.cornell.edu/stories/
2025/07/dam-removal-restores-
aquatic-ecosystem-within-three-
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The Shapp Pond Dam near the outlat of the East Branch of Wappinger Cresk in Dutchess County.

Dam removal restores aquatic ecosystem within three years
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Pre and Post Restoration Monitoring at Black Creek to evaluate success

= 1\4?4‘ T

Before photos from June of 2023
After photos taken June of 2025 (above)
and October of 2025 (below).
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“l sit in happy mediation on my rock,
pondering, while my line dries again, upon
the ways of trout and men. How like fish we
are: ready, nay eager, to seize upon whatever
new thing some wind of circumstance

shakes down upon the river of time!

Aldo Leopold

LOREM IPSUM




What Questions do you have?

Emily Fell
Eastern Great Lakes Watershed Coordinator

New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation Great Lakes Program

317 Washington Street, Watertown, NY 13601

Office: (315) 785-2382
greatlakes@dec.ny.qov
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Conservation By Cornell University

Connect with us:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NYSDEC https://www.facebook.com/nyswri/
Twitter: twitter.com/NYSDEC

Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/nysdec



http://www.facebook.com/NYSDEC
https://www.facebook.com/nyswri/
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et dolore magna aliqua.

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.
Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.

o Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut

labore et dolore magna aliqua.

o Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
o exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip

o Sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION




INFOGRAPHIC SLIDE TITLE LOREM IPSUM DOLOR

$500 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet aliquet purus sed dolor fermentum
M | LL'ON amet aliquet purus amet aliquet purus amet aliquet purus sed

$500 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet aliquet purus sed dolor fermentum
M | LL'ON amet aliquet purus amet aliquet purus amet aliquet purus sed

$500 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet aliquet purus sed dolor fermentum
M | LL'ON amet aliquet purus amet aliquet purus amet aliquet purus sed

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION




DATA SLIDE TITLE LOREM IPSUM DOLOR

Data Point 1 Data Point 2 Data Point 3
Data Point 4 Data Point 5 Data Point 6
Data Point 7 Data Point 8 Data Point 9

Data Point 10 Data Point 11 Data Point 12

45
/
26
15
\/ 10
. -

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION




Department of
Environmental
Conservation




	Monitoring and Funding for Little Salmon River Aquatic Connectivity
	DEC’s Great Lakes Program 
	Little Salmon River  
	Little Salmon River Watershed
	Watershed Management Opportunities
	North Atlantic Aquatic Connectivity Collaborative Culvert Assessments
	Watershed resiliency planning opportunities and funding
	NOAA Habitat Restoration Grant
	Guidance for Dam Safety and Removal
	Restoration Success – Shapp Pond Dam  
	Pre and Post Restoration Monitoring at Black Creek to evaluate success 
	“I sit in happy mediation on my rock, pondering, while my line dries again, upon the ways of trout and men. How like fish we are: ready, nay eager, to seize upon whatever new thing some wind of circumstance shakes down upon the river of time! ��Aldo Leopold
	What Questions do you have? 
	CONTENT SLIDE TITLE LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
	INFOGRAPHIC SLIDE TITLE LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
	DATA SLIDE TITLE LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
	Slide Number 17

