
THE LITTLE VOICES
A ROMANCE OF THE TUG HILL  COUNTRY

BY LEE  WASMUTH

Welcome to the November 19, 2024 Little Voices webinar
with presenter Jill Markham O’Hara!

The webinar will start promptly at 6 p.m.

Thank you for joining us tonight.



THEO & HATTIE WASMUTH MOVE TO PAGE

In 1902, Theodore (Theo) moved 
his family from Michigan Mills to 
Page.
Evelyn was 15 when the family 
moved, her sister Mary 10, Otto 8,  
Hobart 5  and Leslie 2. Lee was 
born in 1903, followed by Ellis in 
1905.  
Our author, Lee, is sitting on Theo’s 
lap.

Thanks to Peter Hayes for restoring this picture.





LEE WASMUTH WRITES THE LITTLE VOICES

1933 - Lee owns his own pharmacy in Turin and is married to 
Regina Kibby.      They have a daughter, Jane.

Lee has finished writing The Little Voices.

Lee writes to The Watertown Daily Times in hopes of selling his novel to the 
newspaper.



LEE’S QUERY LETTER TO THE TIMES



LEE’S QUERY LETTER TO THE TIMES

Dear Mr. Johnson,

     This afternoon I had the audacity to send you the carbon of the story I spoke of last spring. 

     If you think it might have suitable interest to justify your use, you can have it for a nominal sum.

     Of course I am endeavoring to get it backed by a book publisher. Whether it has sufficient suspense to 
justify a publication or not is part of the gamble, but if it should, the fact that it has previously been printed 
in a newspaper should not mitigate against it. If you haven’t any use for it, send it back express collect.

     Many thanks.

                                                                       Yours very truly,

                                                                          Lee Wasmuth



WHY WOULD LEE ACCEPT A LOW PRICE FOR HIS STORY?
                     

He felt that publication in a newspaper would help attract the attention 
of a book publisher.

            WHY DID HE WRITE A LOVE STORY?

He believed that a love story would create enough suspense to keep the 
reader interested in finishing the story. Therefore, he wrote a romance in 
the form of a love triangle.
i



MR. JOHNSON’S OFFER
August 29, 1933

My dear Mr. Wasmuth,

     Relative to your novel: We have looked it over here. Mr. Robert Sewell of our staff has 
read it very carefully and thinks well of its possibilities for a serial publication.

 We will be glad to use it but we can pay you only the nominal amount which we pay the 
syndicates. We get our serials for $25 apiece. That will probably seem mighty small to 
you but if you care to let us go ahead with serial publication for that amount we will be 
glad to do so.



And again from Mr. Johnson:

                                                                                      September 5, 1933

 …. I am pleased to send you herewith check for $25   . . .   

 . . . I have your introductory paragraph and we are using it with the first 
installment tomorrow . . .

 . . . If  Bobbs Merrill Company (book publisher) should write me I will be very glad 
to give our commendation.

     With best wishes, I am                                                    Yours very truly,                      

                                                                                                  Editor Johnson

I don’t have Lee’s reply but he did accept Mr. Johnson’s offer.





EXCERPTS FROM LEE’S AUTHOR NOTES

  Tug Hill is geographically a relative term. It is actually, to many 
of us, a spacious domain where the sun seems to shine a little 
brighter. 

 My story is only the outgrowth of a 
desire to typify our own people.
                                                                       



EVELYN WASMUTH MARKHAM 

Cut out each day’s 
segments

Pasted segments 
into a book       



SEPTEMBER 6, 1933





LITTLE VOICES PLOT
Allan spends his childhood and youth in Page where he learns to 
love the forest.       

He is in love with Helen whose father owns the general store. 
Helen is aloof and distant.

Allan goes to high school in Boonville and then on to 
  pharmaceutical school in Buffalo. Next he enlists, then enters 
WWI
A combat veteran, Allan returns and is still in love with Helen.



THE BRANDETH CAMP



LUNCH TIME AT A LOGGING CAMP



THE  HUNTER



THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

The morning school opened I saw white frost upon 
the marsh grass and cat tails along our brook.

 The maples had put forth splashes of canary and 
scarlet against darker evergreens, and the 
encircling forest took on colors of a great canvas.



THE ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE          



.  
Page’s school, students and teacher in 1907. From left to right, 
First row: Hobart Wasmuth, Avon Brothers, Frances Kaine, Leslie Wasmuth
Back row: Fay Eastman, Mary Wasmuth, Otto Wasmuth, William Brothers, Harry Kaine, Foster Kaine
Teacher, Bessie J. House      



THE MILL - 1906



One year later, the back of 
this postcard reads:

The Page school – 1908 – 
1909
Evelyn Wasmuth, teacher
William and Yvonne 
Brothers, Meade Loomis 
and Ernestine Lambert,
 Leslie Wasmuth, Otto 
Wasmuth, and Hobart 
Wasmuth

This was the last of the school. 
People all moved away soon 
after.



THE WASMUTH BROTHERS IN FRONT OF THE POST OFFICE



Mary and Evelyn 
Wasmuth posing in front 
of the Post Office









“Whuts them noises out there?” I pointed across the 
meadow.
     “Them’s peepers, boy. Hear thet whistler? He’s a 
hermit thrush; ‘n’ th’ hooters, them’s owls. Do yuh 
like ‘em? I’d ruther hear them li’l voices than a 
consurt ‘n symphony hall. When yer happy, ‘pears t’ 
me they warble; when yer down ‘n th’ mouth,
 they’ ll  chir yuh up, ef ye’ll stop ‘n’ lissen.
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