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The identification of dams that could be considered as a high priority for removal or 
mitigation projects relied heavily on NYSDEC’s Great Lakes Regional Fisheries 
Managers’ expert knowledge of the type of migratory fish present in these tributaries and 
the availability of spawning habitat above these barriers.  NYRU staff met with NYSDEC 
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fishery managers to discuss key fishery issues related to each dam within their area of 
responsibility. 
 
U.S. EPA Region 2 and NYSDEC staff familiar with Great Lakes fish and sediment 
contaminant issues were also consulted to determine if any contaminated sediment issues 
were associated with identified high priority dams. 
 
The final list of dams identified as a high priority for future evaluations meet the 
following criteria: 
 

- located on tributaries that support important native species and/or sport fish; 
- no longer serve a useful purpose; 

 - show signs of structural deterioration and on-site safety issues; 
 - no contaminated sediment issues above the dam; 
 - further review supported by NYSDEC fishery managers 
 
NYRU staff developed estimates of the costs to remove these dams based on their 
experience with dam removal projects and site-specific conditions. APPENDIX 5 and 
APPENDIX 6 provides an overview of the permits that may be required before a dam 
removal plan can be implemented. 
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Figure 2. Monitor Mills Dam Location 
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Figure 4. Webster Dam Location 
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Figure 5. Youngs Mill DamB�������� ����"�0�C��
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Figure 6. Youngs Mill Dam Location 
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Figure 8. Ames Mill Dam Location 
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Figure 10. Little Salmon Dam Location 
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Migratory fish such as Atlantic salmon, American eels, Steelhead trout, native Brook 
trout, Small mouth bass, and Walleye pike are common below this barrier. NYSDEC 
Fishery managers feel that the placement of a fish ladder on this dam would increase 
American eels, Steelhead trout, and native Brook trout spawning habitat and would have 
potential for raising Atlantic salmon. Atlantic salmon, native Brook trout and American 
eel were historically present and the installation of a fish ladder would be beneficial for 
these three species as well as the other migratory fish. This fish ladder would open up 17 
miles of spawning habitat to Happy Valley Wildlife Management area. An estimated cost 
for the installation of a fish ladder is between $300,000 and $800,000 depending on the 
engineering cost and the complexity of the project. 
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Figure 12. Fernwood Dam Location 
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None of the 8 dams evaluated in Region 8 were selected as a high priority due to the fact 
all are associated with tributaries with little potential to support migratory fish.  Fishery 
managers have determined that lows flows and high water temperatures in these 
tributaries severely limit the ability of these tributaries to support fish.  Several of the 
dams are located on intermittent streams that are often shallow and too warm to support 
migratory fish of any kind, often dry in the summer months and will not support any 
spawning habitat during the winter months.  

��"!�&��
+�����!+&$�<�+"!�&��
+����&$���+"$��/�����:����$���28�
Region 9 has a total of 31 dams that have been evaluated. Of these 31 dams, only 1 dam 
was within the Lake Ontario basin. Eighteenmile Creek is the major tributary in this 
region and supports an important steelhead and brown trout fishery.  The removal of 
Eighteenmile Creek’s Newfane dam to increase fish spawning habitat is not an option 
due to the presence of highly contaminated sediments (PCBs and heavy metals) in the 
sediments trapped behind the dam.  The area below the barrier has been an undergoing 
project for the restoration and stabilization of the stream to assure high quality habitat for 
steelhead trout and brown trout.  

����  ���+!$��"�
The Lake Ontario Lakewide Management Plan and its partners should: 
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• coordinate a more in depth assessment of these 6 high priority dams working 
closely with federal, state and community governments and non-governmental 
organizations.  

• adopt a goal of restoring 63 miles of upstream fish passage by 2015. 
• explore ways to streamline New York State’s dam removal permitting process for 

relatively small low head dams. 
• assist in the identification of potential funding sources for dam removal and 

mitigation projects. 
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1. ACE- Section 404  
2. Rivers and Harbors (section 10), (wetlands) 
3. New York State Dam Safety- Dam Safety Permit 
4. NYS DEC: NY Code of Rules and Regulations 608 Permit (bed and banks) 
5. 401 Water Quality Certification 
6. NY State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR)  
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DEC Region 6        

Latitude Longitude 
County Dam Name River  

Deg.  Min. Sec. Deg.  Min. Sec. 

                  
Jefferson Kellers Dam Skinner Creek 43 42 35 76 3 42 
Jefferson Bear Creek Dam Bear Creek 43 44 24 76 2 25 
Jefferson Monitors Mills Dam South Sandy Creek 43 44 47 76 7 33 

Jefferson 
Northern NY Trust Co. 
Dam TR-Totman Gulf 43 46 0 76 0 26 

Jefferson Webster Dam Sandy Creek 43 48 39 76 1 59 
Jefferson Taft Hydroelectric Dam Sandy Creek 43 48 24 76 1 9 

Jefferson 
Brookside Cemetery Dams 
A,B,C,D Dams Mill Brook 43 56 13 75 55 0 

Jefferson 
Perch River Wildlife 
Refuge Dam Perch River 44 4 24 76 0 18 

Jefferson Stone Mills Dam Perch River 44 5 39 75 57 30 
Jefferson La Fargeville Dam Chaumont River 44 11 36 75 57 54 

Jefferson 
May Rod & Gun Club Pond 
Dam Mud Creek 44 7 46 76 14 4 

St. Lawrence Mill Dam Grass River 44 44 48 75 7 54 
         
DEC Region 7        

Latitude Longitude 
County Dam Name River  

Deg.  Min. Sec. Deg.  Min. Sec. 

                  
Oswego Mosher Dam N Branch Grindstone Creek 43 28 6 76 0 30 

Oswego 
Frederick Britton Wildlife 
Marsh Dam TR- N BranchLittle Salmon 43 27 56 75 58 6 

Oswego Clayton Fellows Dam TR- Little Salmon River 43 23 40 76 7 32 
Oswego Fernwood Dam Grindstone Creek 43 29 42 76 9 3 
Oswego Harold Wagner Pond Dam TR- Little Salmon River 43 23 0 76 8 50 
Oswego Young Mill Dam Black Creek 42 51 26 77 6 33 
Oswego Little Salmon Dam Little Salmon River 43 27 36 76 13 39 
Oswego Grays Mill Dam Spring Creek 43 24 10 76 10 6 
Oswego Joseph Goldman Dam TR- Grindstone Creek 43 29 12 76 1 39 
Oswego Harry Nicholson Pond Dam TR- Lake Ontario 43 29 25 76 11 30 
Oswego Ames Mill Dam Little Salmon River 43 28 1 76 14 20 
Oswego J Bulger Pond Dam TR- Little Deer Creek 43 35 55 76 7 57 
Oswego Marshal Minot Pond Dam TR- Spring Brook 43 34 0 76 4 32 

Oswego 
Oswego Co Hospital Ice 
Pond Dam Front Brook 43 34 43 76 1 27 

Oswego 080-0097   43 37 58 76 3 20 

Oswego 
Oswego Barge Canal Lock 
8  Oswego River 43 27 25 76 30 34 

Oswego Robert Scott Dam TR- Sterling Creek 43 18 50 76 35 58 
Oswego Rhoades Dam Sterling Valley Creek 43 17 7 76 35 41 
Oswego Pulaski Dam Spring Brook 43 33 57 76 6 48 

Cayuga 
Marion Teachout Wildlife 
Marsh Dam  TR- Sterling Valley Creek 43 18 42 76 37 42 
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DEC Region 8        

Latitude Longitude 
County Dam Name River  

Deg.  Min. Sec. Deg.  Min. Sec. 

                  
Ontario Cobblestone Creek Dam White Brook 43 1 10 77 24 40 

Monroe 
Rochester Gas & Electric 
Corp Dam Genesee River 43 10 48 77 37 40 

Orleans Holley Power Plant Dam Station Creek 43 13 17 78 1 22 
Genesee Long Marsh Dam TR- Oak Orchard Swamp 43 6 30 78 20 18 

Genesee 
Iroquois National Refuge 
Dam TR- Oak Orchard Swamp 43 6 48 78 20 0 

Orleans Spring Marsh Dam Mud Creek 43 8 18 78 27 6 
Genesee Kubik Wildlife Dam TR- Durkee Creek 42 53 6 78 27 5 

Monroe 
Shone and Cook Pond 
Dam   42 57 3 77 30 54 

Wayne Compiling information               
         

DEC Region 9        
Latitude Longitude 

County Dam Name River  
Deg.  Min. Sec. Deg.  Min. Sec. 

                  
Cattaraugus Clarence Hess Pond Dam TR-Cattaraugus Creek 42 22 54 78 50 45 

Cattaraugus 
Elizabeth Dabolt W L Pond 
Dam TR-Cattaraugus Creek 42 30 20 79 1 35 

Cattaraugus H Tigler Wildlife Dam S Branch Cattaraugus Creek 42 23 40 78 48 49 

Cattaraugus 
John Charles Eberhardt 
Dam TR- King Brook 42 30 0 78 31 57 

Cattaraugus Stuart Klahn Dam TR- East Otto creek 42 22 24 78 43 36 
Cattaraugus Willis Allen Jr Dam S Branch Cattaraugus Creek 42 24 1 78 54 29 
Chautauqua Haberer and Black Dam   42 20 47 79 34 3 

Erie 
Arlington Lancaster Pond 
Dam TR- East Cazenovia Creek 42 34 56 78 29 42 

Erie Clarence Roller Mill Dam Ransom Creek 42 58 44 78 35 5 

Erie 
Erie Board of Supervisors 
Farm Dam TR- Eighteenmile Creek 42 33 48 78 39 29 

Erie Greis Dam Buffalo Creek 42 51 32 78 42 29 
Erie Higgins Pond Dam TR- Eighteenmile Creek 42 41 24 78 43 19 

Erie 
Irvin Warning Farm Pond 
Dam TR- Cazenovia Creek 42 47 26 78 43 57 

Erie 
Lancaster County Club 
Dam Cayuga Creek 42 53 26 78 37 35 

Erie O'Dell Marsh Dam TR- Hosmer Brook 42 33 24 78 29 54 
Erie Palmers Dam TR_ Cayuga Creek 42 54 17 78 39 58 
Erie Pfarners Pond Dam East Branch Cazenovia Creek 42 35 5 78 29 0 
Erie Raymond May Pond Dam TR- Ellicott Creek 42 53 25 78 28 58 
Erie Robert Perrin Pond Dam TR- East Branch Cazenovia Creek 42 44 19 78 34 19 
Erie Raymond Benz Pond Dam TR- Eighteenmile Creek 42 42 47 78 47 43 

Erie 
Robert Kenworthy Pond 
Dam TR- East Branch Cazenovia Creek 42 43 1 78 33 52 

Erie Rowley Dam Buffalo Creek 42 51 24 78 38 0 
Erie Spring Reservoir Dam Spring Brook 42 31 39 78 39 46 
Erie Tillman Road Dam Ransom Creek 42 57 58 78 36 23 
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Erie Walla Marsh Dam TR- Cazenovia Creek 42 34 46 78 39 8 
Erie Walter Siwiec Pond Dam TR- West Cazenovia Creek 42 44 17 78 40 46 
Erie West Fall Mill Dam West Branch Cazenovia Creek 42 42 9 78 40 46 

Niagara Newfane Dam Eighteenmile Creek 43 16 43 78 42 28 

Wyoming 
Big Tree Development 
Center Dam TR- Cayuga Creek 42 46 2 78 22 35 

Wyoming Stevens Reservoir Dam Tonawanda Creek 42 50 13 78 15 18 
Wyoming Village of Attica Dam Tonawanda Creek 42 52 0 78 17 0 
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Region 6   

Rank Dam Name Location 

High Bear Creek Dam Bear Creek 

High 
Brookside Cemetery Dams A,B,C,D 
Dams Mill Brook 

High Kellers Dam Skinner Creek 

High LaFargeville Dam Chaumont River 

High Monitor Mills Dam South Sandy Creek 

High Webster Dam Sandy Creek 

Medium Stone Mills Dam Perch River 

Medium Taft Hydro Sandy Creek 

Medium Perch River Wildlife Refuge Perch River 

Low May Rod & Gun Club Pond Dam Mud Creek 

CNL Northern NY Trust Co. Dam TR-Totman Gulf 
    

Region 7   

Rank Dam Name Location 

High Clayton Fellows Dam TR- Little Salmon River 

High Fernwood Dam Grindstone Creek 

High J Bulger Pond Dam TR- Little Deer Creek 

High Little Salmon Dam Little Salmon River 

High Mosher Dam N Branch Grindstone Creek 

High Pulaski Dam Spring Brook 

High Young Mills Dam Black Creek 

High Marion Teachout Dam TR- Sterling Valley Creek 

Medium Ames Mill Dam Little Salmon River 

Medium Frederick Britton Wildlife Marsh Dam TR- N Branch Little Salmon 

Medium Harold Wagner Pond Dam TR- Little Salmon River 

Low 080-0097   

Low Marshal Minot Pond Dam TR- Spring Brook 

Low Oswego Co Hospital Ice Pond Dam Front Brook 

Low Rhoades Dam Sterling Valley Creek 

Low Robert Scott Pond Dam TR- Sterling Creek 

Low Harry Nicholson Pond Dam TR- Lake Ontario 

Low Oswego Barge Canal Lock 8 Dam Oswego River 

CNL Grays Mill Dam Spring Creek 

CNL Joseph Goldman Dam TR- Grindstone Creek 
     

Region 8       

Rank Dam Name Location 

Medium Kubik Wildlife Dam TR- Durkee Creek 

Low Shone and Cook Pond Dam TR- Durkee Creek 

Low Holley Power Plant Dam Station Creek 

Low Long Marsh Dam TR- Oak Orchard Swamp 

Low Iroquois National Refuge Dam TR- Oak Orchard Swamp 

Low Rochester Gas & Electric Corp Dam Genesee River 
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Low Spring Marsh Dam Mud Creek 

CNL Cobblestone Creek Dam White Brook 
     

Region 9       

Rank Dam Name Location 

High Big Tree Development Center Dam TR- Cayuga Creek 

High Clarence Roller Mill Dam Ransom Creek 

High Greis Dam Buffalo Creek 

High Lancaster Country Club Dam Cayuga Creek 

High Rowley Dam Buffalo Creek 

High Stevens Reservoir Dam Tonawanda Creek 

High West Fall Mill Dam West Branch Cazenovia Creek 

Medium Village of Attica Dam Tonawanda Creek 

Low Clarence Hess Pond Dam TR-Cattaraugus Creek 

Low Elizabeth Dabolt W L Pond Dam TR-Cattaraugus Creek 

Low H Tigler Wildlife Dam S Branch Cattaraugus Creek 

Low John Charles Eberhardt Dam TR- King Brook 

Low Stuart Klahn Dam TR- East Otto creek 

Low Arlington Lancaster Pond Dam TR- East Cazenovia Creek 

Low Erie Board of Supervisors Farm Dam TR- Eighteenmile Creek 

Low Irvin Warning Farm Pond Dam TR- Cazenovia Creek 

Low Newfane Dam Eighteenmile Creek 

Low Pfarners Pond Dam East Branch Cazenovia Creek 

Low Robert Perrin Pond Dam TR- East Branch Cazenovia Creek 

Low Robert Kenworthy Pond Dam TR- East Branch Cazenovia Creek 

Low Spring Reservoir Dam Spring Brook 

Low Higgens Pond Dam TR- Eighteenmile Creek 

Low Raymond Benz Pond Dam TR- Eighteenmile Creek 

Low Tillman Road Dam Ransom Creek 

CLN Willis Allen Jr Dam S Branch Cattaraugus Creek 

CLN Haberer and Black Dam   

CLN O'Dell Marsh Dam TR- Hosmer Brook 

CLN Palmers Dam TR- Cayuga Creek 

CLN Walla Marsh Dam TR- Cazenovia Creek 

CLN Walter Siwiec Pond Dam TR- West Cazenovia Creek 

CLN Raymond May Pond Dam TR- Ellicott Creek 
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Few Human actions have more significant impacts on a river system than the presence of a dam. 
As a result, dams occupy a central role in the debate about protecting and restoring our river 
resources. Although dams can provide societal benefits, such as flood control, irrigation, and 
recreation opportunities, dams also cause negative impacts to rivers, wildlife, and sometimes 
local communities. Many dams no longer provide benefits, are old and/or unsafe, are abandoned, 
and cost too much to maintain. Listed below are some reasons why dams damage our rivers. 
 

• Dams reduce river levels 
o By diverting water for power, dams remove water needed for healthy in-stream 

ecosystems. Stretches below dams are often completely de-watered. 
• Dams block rivers  

o Dams prevent the flow of plants and nutrients, impede the migration of fish and 
other wildlife, and block recreational use. Fish passage structures can enable a 
percentage of fish to pass around a dam, but multiple dams along a river make 
safe travel unlikely 

• Dams slow rivers  
o Many fish species, such as salmon, depend on steady flows to flush them 

downriver early in their life and guide them upstream years later to spawn. 
Stagnant reservoir pools disorient migrating fish and significantly increase the 
duration of their migration. 

• Dams alter water temperature  
o By slowing water flow, most dams increase water temperatures. Other dams 

decrease temperatures by releasing cooled water from the reservoir bottom. Fish 
and other species are sensitive to these temperature irregularities, which often 
destroy native populations. 

• Dams alter timing of flows 
o By withholding and then releasing water to generate power for peak demand 

periods, dams cause downstream stretches to alternate between no water and 
powerful surges that erode soil and vegetation, and flood or strand wildlife. These 
irregular releases destroy natural seasonal flow variations that trigger natural 
growth and reproduction cycles in many species. 

• Dams decrease oxygen levels in reservoir waters  
o When oxygen-deprived water is released from behind the dam, it kills fish 

downstream. 
• Dams hold back silt, debris, and nutrients  

o By slowing flows, dams allow silt to collect on river bottoms and bury fish 
spawning habitat. Silt trapped above dams accumulates heavy metals and other 
pollutants. Gravel, logs and other debris are also trapped by dams, eliminating 
their use downstream as food and habitat. (American Rivers, 2000) 

 
Dams do not have any positive impacts to river and environmental habitat. They simply 
encumber the natural flow regime in which it disrupts aquatic and riparian ecosystems from 
enduring their natural state. By removing dams that are old, no longer in use, unsafe, and harmful 
to the environment; native fish and wildlife will come back and establish themselves once more. 
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�		����C�3,����1�$&��!���+"(&� ��!��+!+�9�&�3��+ "�
Dam Name & Identification Number: Monitor Mills Dam 080-0043  

Dam Owner Name: Richard Rawlings 

Dam Owner Address:       

         

         

County: Jefferson 

Water Body: South Sandy Creek 

Major Watershed: Eastern Lake Ontario 

Drainage area: 0.01 (if less than 1 square mile, then no further analysis is necessary at 

this time) 

 

1) Dam Owner Inclination 

a. Dam owner is in favor of dam removal OR dam is considered ownerless.  

b. Dam owner is not in favor of dam removal     

c. Undetermined         

Additional Notes:  

 

2) Hazard Mitigation and Public Safety 

 

a. Dam Hazard Enforcement 

 

Enforcement Order: Yes  / No  

Dam Hazard Classifications – List the Hazardous Code: A 

[The Hazardous Classification has to do with the expected damage in the event of failure; it has 

nothing to do with the current stability of the dam.] 

Date of last inspection: 7/29/1975 

Update Date: 5/7/1991 

List the Deficiency Code:       

 

b. Infrastructure Issues 

 

Are there known structural deficiencies? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain: Severe erosion to the face of the dam.  

Would dam removal create new hazards? Yes  / No  
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If yes, explain: There is possible sediment contamination. A survey must be done to determine if  

there is contaminents and if this would be a potential hazard downstream. If so, removal of the 

sediments behind the dam should be looked into. 

Are there Riverine Ice Regime Issues? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain: Ice does build up behind the dam and due to structural deficiencies this presents a 

problem. 

 

 

3) Ecological Value Criteria 

 

Are migratory fish (anadromous, catadromous) present? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, list the species: Steelhead trout, Salmon, American eel 

 

Were migratory fish historically present? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, list the species: Steelhead trout, Salmon, American eel 

 

Existing Fish Passage: Yes  / No  / Unknown  

Is there an identified need for fish to passage on this water body? Yes  / No   

Explain: Removal of the dam would provide more spawning habitat for species listed above. 

 

Are there species of concern (based on Federal and State lists) present or potentially 

affected? Yes  / No  

If yes, list the species: American eel 

 

Are invasive species known to be present? [All stocked non-native game fish are not 

considered to be invasive.] Yes  / No  

If yes, list the species: Sea lamprey, mussels and purple loosestrife would have to be controlled. 

 

Would wetlands be affected if barrier is removed? Yes  / No  

If yes, list the type of wetlands (NWI designation) potentially affected and approximate size of 

wetlands(s): Unknown. Downstream wetland may benefit from the removal of the dam. 

 

Describe the current state of the riparian corridor (land use, vegetative type, etc.) above and 

below the dam: 

Mostly Forested and Agricultural lands 

 



�
 

 35 

Would water quality or aquatic habitats be adversely affected if barrier is removed? Yes  / 

No  

If yes, list the type of wetlands (NWI designation) potentially affected and approximate size of 

wetland(s). 

Downstream wetlands may have a positive gain on additional flows. 

 

Is reservoir sedimentation a known issue? Yes  / No  

Explain:       

 

4) Cultural and Economic Value Criteria 

a. Purpose 

Dam Safety Purpose Code:       

Does it still function as coded? Yes  / No  

b. Historic Preservation 

Has the property’s historic status been evaluated by the State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO)?  

Yes  / No  

 

If so, is it listed in, or eligible for listing in, the State or National Register of Historic Places? 

Yes  / No  

 

How old is the dam? 101 

 

Construction date? 1905 

 

Last modified/renovated  

 

What was the original function of the dam? unknown 

 

Are there related associated buildings, structures or sites nearby? Yes  / No  

If yes, what?  

 

Are there any recorded/inventoried historic archaeological resources (buildings, 

foundations, or the like) in the immediate vicinity of the projects? Yes  / No  

If yes, what?  

 

Historic Value (architectural and/or archaeological) Yes  / No  / Unknown  
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Will a Phase I or II Survey be required if the dam removal alternative is considered? Yes  

/ No  

 

Adjacent Landowner Issues – describe: private landowner 

 

Federal or State Designated Rivers (Federal Heritage River, Federal Designated Wild and 

Scenic River, State Wild, Scenic and Recreational River, and/or Nationwide Rivers Inventory) – 

Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

Consistency with existing plans - Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

If yes, list the plan:       

 

 

Potential Infrastructure Issues:  

Would bridges, wells, utility crossings, etc. be affected by removal of the dam? Yes  / No  

Explain:       

 

5) Recreational Value Criteria 

 

Free-flowing portions of river valued for existing and/or potential recreational use for 

boating –  

Yes  / No  / Unknown  

Does the impoundment created by the dam provide significant recreational resource for 

boating, swimming, skating, fishing, etc.? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, explain:       

 

Is there a regionally unique recreational value? Yes  / No  

Explain: Angling opportunities would increase. 

 

6) Regulatory Applicability 

 

Is the project located within New York State’s defined Coastal Zone boundary or along a 

designated inland waterway? Yes  / No  
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Is the project located in or will it affect a State designated Significant Coastal Fish and 

Wildlife Habitat program site? Yes  / No  

 

Is there a State approved Local Waterfront Revitalization Program or Brownfield Area of 

Opportunity located along the waterway? Yes  / No  

 

If the answer to any of these questions is yes – then a potential project would be subjected to 

a Department of State Coastal Consistency Review. 

 

Is the proposed project in a Federally mapped Special Flood Hazard Area? Yes  / No  

 

 

7) Potential Project Feasibility Criteria 

 

Explain any issues associated with gaining access to the dam: private landowners 



 

 38 

Dam Name & Identification Number: Webster Dam 079-0109 

Dam Owner Name: F E Wright 

Dam Owner Address:       

         

         

County: Jefferson 

Water Body: Sandy Creek 

Major Watershed: Eastern Lake Ontario 

Drainage area: 0.01 (if less than 1 square mile, then no further analysis is necessary at 

this time) 

 

1) Dam Owner Inclination 

a. Dam owner is in favor of dam removal OR dam is considered ownerless.  

b. Dam owner is not in favor of dam removal     

c. Undetermined         

Additional Notes:  

 

2) Hazard Mitigation and Public Safety 

 

a. Dam Hazard Enforcement 

 

Enforcement Order: Yes  / No  

Dam Hazard Classifications – List the Hazardous Code: A 

[The Hazardous Classification has to do with the expected damage in the event of failure; it has 

nothing to do with the current stability of the dam.] 

Date of last inspection: 7/13/1975 

Update Date: 5/7/1991 

List the Deficiency Code:       

 

b. Infrastructure Issues 

 

Are there known structural deficiencies? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain: Heavily eroded 

Would dam removal create new hazards? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain:       

Are there Riverine Ice Regime Issues? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain:       
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3) Ecological Value Criteria 

 

Are migratory fish (anadromous, catadromous) present? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, list the species: Steelhead trout, and salmon 

 

Were migratory fish historically present? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, list the species: Atlantic salmon 

 

Existing Fish Passage: Yes  / No  / Unknown  

Is there an identified need for fish to passage on this water body? Yes  / No   

Explain: The removal of this dam would open up approximately a half mile to Taft Hydrodam 

located upstream. With the removal of this dam, Taft Hydrodam has good potentials to provide 

fish passage when it is up for relicensing. 

 

Are there species of concern (based on Federal and State lists) present or potentially 

affected? Yes  / No  

If yes, list the species:       

 

Are invasive species known to be present? [All stocked non-native game fish are not 

considered to be invasive.] Yes  / No  

If yes, list the species:       

 

Would wetlands be affected if barrier is removed? Yes  / No  

If yes, list the type of wetlands (NWI designation) potentially affected and approximate size of 

wetlands(s):       

 

Describe the current state of the riparian corridor (land use, vegetative type, etc.) above and 

below the dam: 

Residential and Agricultural upstream. 

 

Would water quality or aquatic habitats be adversely affected if barrier is removed? Yes  / 

No  

If yes, list the type of wetlands (NWI designation) potentially affected and approximate size of 

wetland(s). 
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Is reservoir sedimentation a known issue? Yes  / No  

Explain:       

 

4) Cultural and Economic Value Criteria 

a. Purpose 

Dam Safety Purpose Code:       

Does it still function as coded? Yes  / No  

b. Historic Preservation 

Has the property’s historic status been evaluated by the State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO)?  

Yes  / No  

 

If so, is it listed in, or eligible for listing in, the State or National Register of Historic Places? 

Yes  / No  

 

How old is the dam? 181 

 

Construction date? 1825 

 

Last modified/renovated  

 

What was the original function of the dam? unknown 

 

Are there related associated buildings, structures or sites nearby? Yes  / No  

If yes, what?  

 

Are there any recorded/inventoried historic archaeological resources (buildings, 

foundations, or the like) in the immediate vicinity of the projects? Yes  / No  

If yes, what?  

 

Historic Value (architectural and/or archaeological) Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

Will a Phase I or II Survey be required if the dam removal alternative is considered? Yes  

/ No  

 

Adjacent Landowner Issues – describe: none 
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Federal or State Designated Rivers (Federal Heritage River, Federal Designated Wild and 

Scenic River, State Wild, Scenic and Recreational River, and/or Nationwide Rivers Inventory) – 

Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

Consistency with existing plans - Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

If yes, list the plan:       

 

 

Potential Infrastructure Issues:  

Would bridges, wells, utility crossings, etc. be affected by removal of the dam? Yes  / No  

Explain: Village of Adam sewage may be affected. 

 

5) Recreational Value Criteria 

 

Free-flowing portions of river valued for existing and/or potential recreational use for 

boating –  

Yes  / No  / Unknown  

Does the impoundment created by the dam provide significant recreational resource for 

boating, swimming, skating, fishing, etc.? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, explain:       

 

Is there a regionally unique recreational value? Yes  / No  

Explain: Steelhead trout and Pacific salmon could bring in angling opportunities. 

 

6) Regulatory Applicability 

 

Is the project located within New York State’s defined Coastal Zone boundary or along a 

designated inland waterway? Yes  / No  

 

I the project located in or will it affect a State designated Significant Coastal Fish and 

Wildlife Habitat program site? Yes  / No  

 

Is there a State approved Local Waterfront Revitalization Program or Brownfield Area of 

Opportunity located along the waterway? Yes  / No  
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If the answer to any of these questions is yes – then a potential project would be subjected to 

a Department of State Coastal Consistency Review. 

 

Is the proposed project in a Federally mapped Special Flood Hazard Area? Yes  / No  

 

 

7) Potential Project Feasibility Criteria 

 

Explain any issues associated with gaining access to the dam: none. 
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 Dam Name & Identification Number: Youngs Mill Dam 080-0190  

Dam Owner Name: T.H.Young Company 

Dam Owner Address:       

         

         

County: Oswego 

Water Body: Black Creek 

Major Watershed: Eastern lake Ontario 

Drainage area: 0.01 (if less than 1 square mile, then no further analysis is necessary at 

this time) 

 

1) Dam Owner Inclination 

a. Dam owner is in favor of dam removal OR dam is considered ownerless.  

b. Dam owner is not in favor of dam removal     

c. Undetermined         

Additional Notes:  

 

2) Hazard Mitigation and Public Safety 

 

a. Dam Hazard Enforcement 

 

Enforcement Order: Yes  / No  

Dam Hazard Classifications – List the Hazardous Code: A 

[The Hazardous Classification has to do with the expected damage in the event of failure; it has 

nothing to do with the current stability of the dam.] 

Date of last inspection: 7/9/1975 

Update Date: 8/26/1982 

List the Deficiency Code:       

 

b. Infrastructure Issues 

 

Are there known structural deficiencies? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain: Heavily eroded 

Would dam removal create new hazards? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain:       

Are there Riverine Ice Regime Issues? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain:       
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3) Ecological Value Criteria 

 

Are migratory fish (anadromous, catadromous) present? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, list the species: Steelhead trout, Pacific salmon, Atlantic salmon 

 

Were migratory fish historically present? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, list the species: Atlantic salmon 

 

Existing Fish Passage: Yes  / No  / Unknown  

Is there an identified need for fish to passage on this water body? Yes  / No   

Explain: Steelhead trout, Pacific salmon, Atlantic salmon could utilize the habitat above the dam. 

 

Are there species of concern (based on Federal and State lists) present or potentially 

affected? Yes  / No  

If yes, list the species:       

 

Are invasive species known to be present? [All stocked non-native game fish are not 

considered to be invasive.] Yes  / No  

If yes, list the species: Sea lamphrey 

 

Would wetlands be affected if barrier is removed? Yes  / No  

If yes, list the type of wetlands (NWI designation) potentially affected and approximate size of 

wetlands(s):       

 

Describe the current state of the riparian corridor (land use, vegetative type, etc.) above and 

below the dam: 

Residential, agricultural and forested 

 

Would water quality or aquatic habitats be adversely affected if barrier is removed? Yes  / 

No  

Explain:  

 

Is reservoir sedimentation a known issue? Yes  / No  

Explain: Possibly contaminants 
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4) Cultural and Economic Value Criteria 

a. Purpose 

Dam Safety Purpose Code:       

Does it still function as coded? Yes  / No  

b. Historic Preservation 

Has the property’s historic status been evaluated by the State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO)?  

Yes  / No  

 

If so, is it listed in, or eligible for listing in, the State or National Register of Historic Places? 

Yes  / No  

 

How old is the dam? 146 

 

Construction date? 1860 

 

Last modified/renovated  

 

What was the original function of the dam? recreation 

 

Are there related associated buildings, structures or sites nearby? Yes  / No  

If yes, what?  

 

Are there any recorded/inventoried historic archaeological resources (buildings, 

foundations, or the like) in the immediate vicinity of the projects? Yes  / No  

If yes, what?  

 

Historic Value (architectural and/or archaeological) Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

Will a Phase I or II Survey be required if the dam removal alternative is considered? Yes  

/ No  

 

Adjacent Landowner Issues – describe: town and residential 

 

Federal or State Designated Rivers (Federal Heritage River, Federal Designated Wild and 

Scenic River, State Wild, Scenic and Recreational River, and/or Nationwide Rivers Inventory) – 

Yes  / No  / Unknown  
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Consistency with existing plans - Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

If yes, list the plan:       

 

 

Potential Infrastructure Issues:  

Would bridges, wells, utility crossings, etc. be affected by removal of the dam? Yes  / No  

Explain: Located beneath a main bridge and could reduce erosion to the bridge if removed. 

 

5) Recreational Value Criteria 

 

Free-flowing portions of river valued for existing and/or potential recreational use for 

boating –  

Yes  / No  / Unknown  

Does the impoundment created by the dam provide significant recreational resource for 

boating, swimming, skating, fishing, etc.? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, explain:       

 

Is there a regionally unique recreational value? Yes  / No  

Explain:       

 

6) Regulatory Applicability 

 

Is the project located within New York State’s defined Coastal Zone boundary or along a 

designated inland waterway? Yes  / No  

 

I the project located in or will it affect a State designated Significant Coastal Fish and 

Wildlife Habitat program site? Yes  / No  

 

Is there a State approved Local Waterfront Revitalization Program or Brownfield Area of 

Opportunity located along the waterway? Yes  / No  

 

If the answer to any of these questions is yes – then a potential project would be subjected to 

a Department of State Coastal Consistency Review. 

 

Is the proposed project in a Federally mapped Special Flood Hazard Area? Yes  / No  
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7) Potential Project Feasibility Criteria 

 

Explain any issues associated with gaining access to the dam: town and residential 
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Dam Name & Identification Number: Ames Mill Dam 081-0185 

Dam Owner Name: Sportsman Club Association 

Dam Owner Address:       

         

         

County: Oswego 

Water Body: Little Salmon River 

Major Watershed: Eastern Lake Ontario 

Drainage area: 0.01 (if less than 1 square mile, then no further analysis is necessary at 

this time) 

 

1) Dam Owner Inclination 

a. Dam owner is in favor of dam removal OR dam is considered ownerless.  

b. Dam owner is not in favor of dam removal     

c. Undetermined         

Additional Notes:  

 

2) Hazard Mitigation and Public Safety 

 

a. Dam Hazard Enforcement 

 

Enforcement Order: Yes  / No  

Dam Hazard Classifications – List the Hazardous Code: A 

[The Hazardous Classification has to do with the expected damage in the event of failure; it has 

nothing to do with the current stability of the dam.] 

Date of last inspection: 5/19/1998 

Update Date: 10/19/1998 

List the Deficiency Code:       

 

b. Infrastructure Issues 

 

Are there known structural deficiencies? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain: some erosion 

Would dam removal create new hazards? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain:       

Are there Riverine Ice Regime Issues? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain:       
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3) Ecological Value Criteria 

 

Are migratory fish (anadromous, catadromous) present? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, list the species: Steelhead, Pacific salmon, suckers, American eel and Atlantic Salmon 

 

Were migratory fish historically present? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, list the species: American eel and Atlantic Salmon 

 

Existing Fish Passage: Yes  / No  / Unknown  

Is there an identified need for fish to passage on this water body? Yes  / No   

Explain: American eel and Atlantic Salmon are in need of aditional spawning grounds. 

 

Are there species of concern (based on Federal and State lists) present or potentially 

affected? Yes  / No  

If yes, list the species: American eels 

 

Are invasive species known to be present? [All stocked non-native game fish are not 

considered to be invasive.] Yes  / No  

If yes, list the species: Sea Lampreys 

 

Would wetlands be affected if barrier is removed? Yes  / No  

If yes, list the type of wetlands (NWI designation) potentially affected and approximate size of 

wetlands(s):       

 

Describe the current state of the riparian corridor (land use, vegetative type, etc.) above and 

below the dam: 

Residential and Forested land 

 

Would water quality or aquatic habitats be adversely affected if barrier is removed? Yes  / 

No  

Explain:  

 

Is reservoir sedimentation a known issue? Yes  / No  

Explain: Possible contamination 
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4) Cultural and Economic Value Criteria 

a. Purpose 

Dam Safety Purpose Code:       

Does it still function as coded? Yes  / No  

b. Historic Preservation 

Has the property’s historic status been evaluated by the State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO)?  

Yes  / No  

 

If so, is it listed in, or eligible for listing in, the State or National Register of Historic Places? 

Yes  / No  

 

How old is the dam? 93 

 

Construction date? 1913 

 

Last modified/renovated  

 

What was the original function of the dam? unknown 

 

Are there related associated buildings, structures or sites nearby? Yes  / No  

If yes, what?  

 

Are there any recorded/inventoried historic archaeological resources (buildings, 

foundations, or the like) in the immediate vicinity of the projects? Yes  / No  

If yes, what?  

 

Historic Value (architectural and/or archaeological) Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

Will a Phase I or II Survey be required if the dam removal alternative is considered? Yes  

/ No  

 

Adjacent Landowner Issues – describe: Private landowners 

 

Federal or State Designated Rivers (Federal Heritage River, Federal Designated Wild and 

Scenic River, State Wild, Scenic and Recreational River, and/or Nationwide Rivers Inventory) – 

Yes  / No  / Unknown  
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Consistency with existing plans - Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

If yes, list the plan:       

 

 

Potential Infrastructure Issues:  

Would bridges, wells, utility crossings, etc. be affected by removal of the dam? Yes  / No  

Explain:       

 

5) Recreational Value Criteria 

 

Free-flowing portions of river valued for existing and/or potential recreational use for 

boating –  

Yes  / No  / Unknown  

Does the impoundment created by the dam provide significant recreational resource for 

boating, swimming, skating, fishing, etc.? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, explain:       

 

Is there a regionally unique recreational value? Yes  / No  

Explain:       

 

6) Regulatory Applicability 

 

Is the project located within New York State’s defined Coastal Zone boundary or along a 

designated inland waterway? Yes  / No  

 

I the project located in or will it affect a State designated Significant Coastal Fish and 

Wildlife Habitat program site? Yes  / No  

 

Is there a State approved Local Waterfront Revitalization Program or Brownfield Area of 

Opportunity located along the waterway? Yes  / No  

 

If the answer to any of these questions is yes – then a potential project would be subjected to 

a Department of State Coastal Consistency Review. 

 

Is the proposed project in a Federally mapped Special Flood Hazard Area? Yes  / No  
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7) Potential Project Feasibility Criteria 

 

Explain any issues associated with gaining access to the dam: Private landowners 

  



�
 

 53 

Dam Name & Identification Number: Little Salmon Dam 081-0191 

Dam Owner Name: T.G. Ludington 

Dam Owner Address:       

         

         

County: Oswego 

Water Body: Little Salmon River 

Major Watershed: Eastern Lake Ontario 

Drainage area: 0.01 (if less than 1 square mile, then no further analysis is necessary at 

this time) 

 

1) Dam Owner Inclination 

a. Dam owner is in favor of dam removal OR dam is considered ownerless.  

b. Dam owner is not in favor of dam removal     

c. Undetermined         

Additional Notes:  

 

2) Hazard Mitigation and Public Safety 

 

a. Dam Hazard Enforcement 

 

Enforcement Order: Yes  / No  

Dam Hazard Classifications – List the Hazardous Code: A 

[The Hazardous Classification has to do with the expected damage in the event of failure; it has 

nothing to do with the current stability of the dam.] 

Date of last inspection: 7/9/1975 

Update Date: 5/9/1991 

List the Deficiency Code:       

 

b. Infrastructure Issues 

 

Are there known structural deficiencies? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain: Has been reinforced  

Would dam removal create new hazards? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain:       

Are there Riverine Ice Regime Issues? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain:       
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3) Ecological Value Criteria 

 

Are migratory fish (anadromous, catadromous) present? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, list the species:       

 

Were migratory fish historically present? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, list the species: Atlantic Salmon and Brook trout 

 

Existing Fish Passage: Yes  / No  / Unknown  

Is there an identified need for fish to passage on this water body? Yes  / No   

Explain: Atlantic Salmon and Brook trout may utilize the habitat above the dam. 

 

Are there species of concern (based on Federal and State lists) present or potentially 

affected? Yes  / No  

If yes, list the species: unknown 

 

Are invasive species known to be present? [All stocked non-native game fish are not 

considered to be invasive.] Yes  / No  

If yes, list the species: Sea lamphrey 

 

Would wetlands be affected if barrier is removed? Yes  / No  

If yes, list the type of wetlands (NWI designation) potentially affected and approximate size of 

wetlands(s):       

 

Describe the current state of the riparian corridor (land use, vegetative type, etc.) above and 

below the dam: 

Residential and forested 

 

Would water quality or aquatic habitats be adversely affected if barrier is removed? Yes  / 

No  

Explain:  

 

Is reservoir sedimentation a known issue? Yes  / No  

Explain: Possible contamination 
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4) Cultural and Economic Value Criteria 

a. Purpose 

Dam Safety Purpose Code:       

Does it still function as coded? Yes  / No  

b. Historic Preservation 

Has the property’s historic status been evaluated by the State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO)?  

Yes  / No  

 

If so, is it listed in, or eligible for listing in, the State or National Register of Historic Places? 

Yes  / No  

 

How old is the dam? 111 

 

Construction date? 1895 

 

Last modified/renovated  

 

What was the original function of the dam? unknown 

 

Are there related associated buildings, structures or sites nearby? Yes  / No  

If yes, what?  

 

Are there any recorded/inventoried historic archaeological resources (buildings, 

foundations, or the like) in the immediate vicinity of the projects? Yes  / No  

If yes, what?  

 

Historic Value (architectural and/or archaeological) Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

Will a Phase I or II Survey be required if the dam removal alternative is considered? Yes  

/ No  

 

Adjacent Landowner Issues – describe: Municipal and private landowners may not want pond to 

be lost. 
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Federal or State Designated Rivers (Federal Heritage River, Federal Designated Wild and 

Scenic River, State Wild, Scenic and Recreational River, and/or Nationwide Rivers Inventory) – 

Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

Consistency with existing plans - Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

If yes, list the plan:       

 

 

Potential Infrastructure Issues:  

Would bridges, wells, utility crossings, etc. be affected by removal of the dam? Yes  / No  

Explain: Bridge is above the dam 

 

5) Recreational Value Criteria 

 

Free-flowing portions of river valued for existing and/or potential recreational use for 

boating –  

Yes  / No  / Unknown  

Does the impoundment created by the dam provide significant recreational resource for 

boating, swimming, skating, fishing, etc.? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, explain:       

 

Is there a regionally unique recreational value? Yes  / No  

Explain:       

 

6) Regulatory Applicability 

 

Is the project located within New York State’s defined Coastal Zone boundary or along a 

designated inland waterway? Yes  / No  

 

I the project located in or will it affect a State designated Significant Coastal Fish and 

Wildlife Habitat program site? Yes  / No  

 

Is there a State approved Local Waterfront Revitalization Program or Brownfield Area of 

Opportunity located along the waterway? Yes  / No  
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If the answer to any of these questions is yes – then a potential project would be subjected to 

a Department of State Coastal Consistency Review. 

 

Is the proposed project in a Federally mapped Special Flood Hazard Area? Yes  / No  

 

 

7) Potential Project Feasibility Criteria 

 

Explain any issues associated with gaining access to the dam: Municipal and private 

landowners 
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Dam Name & Identification Number: Fernwood Hydroelectric Dam 081-0166 

Dam Owner Name: Fred L. Spicer 

Dam Owner Address:       

         

         

County: Oswego 

Water Body: Grindstone Creek 

Major Watershed: Eastern Lake Ontario 

Drainage area:       (if less than 1 square mile, then no further analysis is necessary at 

this time) 

 

1) Dam Owner Inclination 

a. Dam owner is in favor of dam removal OR dam is considered ownerless.  

b. Dam owner is not in favor of dam removal     

c. Undetermined         

Additional Notes:  

 

2) Hazard Mitigation and Public Safety 

 

a. Dam Hazard Enforcement 

 

Enforcement Order: Yes  / No  

Dam Hazard Classifications – List the Hazardous Code: A 

[The Hazardous Classification has to do with the expected damage in the event of failure; it has 

nothing to do with the current stability of the dam.] 

Date of last inspection: 6/22/2000 

Update Date: 12/16/1991 

List the Deficiency Code:       

 

b. Infrastructure Issues 

 

Are there known structural deficiencies? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain: Some minor cracks 

Would dam removal create new hazards? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain:       

Are there Riverine Ice Regime Issues? Yes  / No  

If yes, explain:       
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3) Ecological Value Criteria 

 

Are migratory fish (anadromous, catadromous) present? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, list the species: Atlantic salmon, Steelhead trout, Brook trout, American eels, Small mouth 

bass, and walleyes 

 

Were migratory fish historically present? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, list the species: American eels, and Atlantic salmon 

 

Existing Fish Passage: Yes  / No  / Unknown  

Is there an identified need for fish to passage on this water body? Yes  / No   

Explain: Atlantic salmon, Steelhead trout, Brook trout, American eels, Small mouth bass, and 

walleyes can utilize the habitat above the dam. 

 

Are there species of concern (based on Federal and State lists) present or potentially 

affected? Yes  / No  

If yes, list the species: American eels 

 

Are invasive species known to be present? [All stocked non-native game fish are not 

considered to be invasive.] Yes  / No  

If yes, list the species: Sea lamphrey 

 

Would wetlands be affected if barrier is removed? Yes  / No  

If yes, list the type of wetlands (NWI designation) potentially affected and approximate size of 

wetlands(s): unknown- it will affect wetlands above the barrier. 

 

Describe the current state of the riparian corridor (land use, vegetative type, etc.) above and 

below the dam: 

Forested and residential 

 

Would water quality or aquatic habitats be adversely affected if barrier is removed? Yes  / 

No  

Explain: Sea lamphrey 

 

Is reservoir sedimentation a known issue? Yes  / No  
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Explain: 3 yrs ago the reservoir was drained and sediment covered the bottom about 1 foot deep. It 

has naturally restored itself. 

 

4) Cultural and Economic Value Criteria 

a. Purpose 

Dam Safety Purpose Code:       

Does it still function as coded? Yes  / No  

b. Historic Preservation 

Has the property’s historic status been evaluated by the State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO)?  

Yes  / No  

 

If so, is it listed in, or eligible for listing in, the State or National Register of Historic Places? 

Yes  / No  

 

How old is the dam? 180 

 

Construction date? 1826 

 

Last modified/renovated  

 

What was the original function of the dam? Flour Mill dam 

 

Are there related associated buildings, structures or sites nearby? Yes  / No  

If yes, what? Flour Mill building still stands today. 

 

Are there any recorded/inventoried historic archaeological resources (buildings, 

foundations, or the like) in the immediate vicinity of the projects? Yes  / No  

If yes, what?  

 

Historic Value (architectural and/or archaeological) Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

Will a Phase I or II Survey be required if the dam removal alternative is considered? Yes  

/ No  

 

Adjacent Landowner Issues – describe: private landowner 
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Federal or State Designated Rivers (Federal Heritage River, Federal Designated Wild and 

Scenic River, State Wild, Scenic and Recreational River, and/or Nationwide Rivers Inventory) – 

Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

Consistency with existing plans - Yes  / No  / Unknown  

 

If yes, list the plan:       

 

 

Potential Infrastructure Issues:  

Would bridges, wells, utility crossings, etc. be affected by removal of the dam? Yes  / No  

Explain: Bridge below the dam. 

 

5) Recreational Value Criteria 

 

Free-flowing portions of river valued for existing and/or potential recreational use for 

boating –  

Yes  / No  / Unknown  

Does the impoundment created by the dam provide significant recreational resource for 

boating, swimming, skating, fishing, etc.? Yes  / No  / Unknown  

If yes, explain:       

 

Is there a regionally unique recreational value? Yes  / No  

Explain:       

 

6) Regulatory Applicability 

 

Is the project located within New York State’s defined Coastal Zone boundary or along a 

designated inland waterway? Yes  / No  

 

I the project located in or will it affect a State designated Significant Coastal Fish and 

Wildlife Habitat program site? Yes  / No  

 

Is there a State approved Local Waterfront Revitalization Program or Brownfield Area of 

Opportunity located along the waterway? Yes  / No  
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If the answer to any of these questions is yes – then a potential project would be subjected to 

a Department of State Coastal Consistency Review. 

 

Is the proposed project in a Federally mapped Special Flood Hazard Area? Yes  / No  

 

 

7) Potential Project Feasibility Criteria 

 

Explain any issues associated with gaining access to the dam: private landowners 
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NYSDEC REGION 6  

DAM  Monitor Mills Dam 
   

TRIBUTARY  South Sandy Creek 
   

COUNTY Jefferson 
   

TOWNSHIP/CITY Ellisburg 
   

POTENTIAL RESTORED MILES OF UPSTREAM FISH 
PASSAGE 19 miles 

   
MIGRATORY SPECIES PRESENT Steelhead trout, Pacific salmon and American eel 

   
PROPOSED MITIGATION TYPE (REMOVAL/FISH 

LADDER) Removal 
   

QUALITATIVE IMPLEMENTATION COST Between $50,000 to $250,000 
   

COMMENTS  
   

DAM  Webster Dam 
   

TRIBUTARY  Sandy Creek 
   

COUNTY Jefferson 
   

TOWNSHIP/CITY Adams 



 

 64 

   
POTENTIAL RESTORED MILES OF UPSTREAM FISH 

PASSAGE 1/2 mile 
   

MIGRATORY SPECIES PRESENT Steelhead trout and American eel 
   

PROPOSED MITIGATION TYPE (REMOVAL/FISH 
LADDER) Removal 

   
QUALITATIVE IMPLEMENTATION COST Between $60,000 to $100,000  

   

COMMENTS 
Removal of this dam will place emphasizes for fish passage at the Taft Hydro Dam located 1/2 
mile upstream. 

NYSDEC REGION 7  
DAM  Youngs Mill Dam 

   
TRIBUTARY  Black Creek 

   
COUNTY Oswego 

   
TOWNSHIP/CITY Mexico 

   
POTENTIAL RESTORED MILES OF UPSTREAM FISH 

PASSAGE 6 miles 
   

MIGRATORY SPECIES PRESENT Steelhead trout, Pacific salmon, suckers, American eel, native Brook trout and Atlantic salmon 
   

PROPOSED MITIGATION TYPE (REMOVAL/FISH 
LADDER) Removal 

   
QUALITATIVE IMPLEMENTATION COST Between $50,000 to $100,000  
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COMMENTS  
   

DAM  Ames Mill Dam 
   

TRIBUTARY  Little Salmon River 
   

COUNTY Oswego 
   

TOWNSHIP/CITY Mexico 
   

POTENTIAL RESTORED MILES OF UPSTREAM FISH 
PASSAGE 1.5 miles 

   
MIGRATORY SPECIES PRESENT Steelhead trout, Pacific salmon, suckers, American eel, native Brook trout and Atlantic salmon 

   
PROPOSED MITIGATION TYPE (REMOVAL/FISH 

LADDER) Removal 
   

QUALITATIVE IMPLEMENTATION COST Between $40,000 to $100,000 
   

COMMENTS Removal of this dam will have an impact on the Little Salmon Dam located 1.5 miles upstream. 
   

DAM  Little Salmon Dam 
   

TRIBUTARY  Little Salmon River 
   

COUNTY Oswego 
   

TOWNSHIP/CITY Mexico 
   

POTENTIAL RESTORED MILES OF UPSTREAM FISH 12 miles 
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PASSAGE 

   
MIGRATORY SPECIES PRESENT Steelhead trout, Pacific salmon, suckers, American eel, native Brook trout and Atlantic salmon 

   
PROPOSED MITIGATION TYPE (REMOVAL/FISH 

LADDER) Removal 
   

QUALITATIVE IMPLEMENTATION COST Between $40,000 to $100,000  
   

COMMENTS Ames Mill Dam must be removed first. 
   

DAM  Fernwood Hydroelectric Dam 
   

TRIBUTARY  Grindstone Creek 
   

COUNTY  
   

TOWNSHIP/CITY Fernwood 
   

POTENTIAL RESTORED MILES OF UPSTREAM FISH 
PASSAGE 11 miles 

   

MIGRATORY SPECIES PRESENT 
Atlantic salmon, American eels, Steelhead trout, native Brook trout, Small mouth bass, and 
Walleye pike 

   
PROPOSED MITIGATION TYPE (REMOVAL/FISH 

LADDER) Fish Ladder  
   

QUALITATIVE IMPLEMENTATION COST Between $300,000 and $800,000 for a Fish Ladder 
   

COMMENTS 
This is a private Hydro Dam that is still functioning. Owner will probably not be in favor of its 
removal. 
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MONITOR MILLS DAM 

Source: New York 

Type: Gravity 

Purpose: Unknown 

Year 
Completed: 1905 

Owner Name: MANFORD LEE 

Owner Type: Private Landowner 

Comments:  

Physical 

Height: 8.0 

Width:  

Length: 230.0 

Location 

Longitude: -76.125833 

Latitude: 43.746389 

River/Stream: SANDY CREEK 

County: Jefferson 

HUC: SALMON - SANDY (4140102)  

 
 
 

  

Barrier ID Barrier Name Height (ft) Waterbody Type H.U.C. 

080-0043 MONITOR MILLS DAM 8 SANDY CREEK  Gravity SALMON - SANDY 
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Barrier ID Barrier Name Height (ft) Waterbody Type H.U.C. 

079-0109 WEBSTER DAM 8 SANDY CREEK  Gravity SALMON - SANDY 

 
 
 
 

WEBSTER DAM 

Source: New York 

Type: Gravity 

Purpose: Unknown 

Year 
Completed: 1825 

Owner Name: F E WRIGHT 

Owner Type: Private Landowner 

Comments:  

Physical 

Height: 8.0 

Width:  

Length:  

Location 

Longitude: -76.033056 

Latitude: 43.810833 

River/Stream: SANDY CREEK 

County: Jefferson 

HUC: SALMON - SANDY (4140102)  
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Barrier ID Barrier Name Height (ft) Waterbody Type H.U.C. 

081-0190 YOUNGS MILL DAM 15 BLACK CREEK Gravity SALMON - SANDY 

 
 
 
 

Youngs Mill Dam 

Source: New York 

Type: Gravity 

Purpose: Recreation 

Year 
Completed: 1860 

Owner Name: FRED L. SPICER 

Owner Type: Private Landowner 

Comments:  

Physical 

Height: 15.0 

Width:  

Length:  

Location 

Longitude:  

Latitude:  

River/Stream: BLACK CREEK 

County: Oswego 

HUC: SALMON - SANDY (4140102)  
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Barrier ID Barrier Name Height (ft) Waterbody Type H.U.C. 

081-0185 AMES MILL DAM 10 LITTLE SALMON RIVER Laid-Up SALMON - SANDY 

 
 
 
 

AMES MILL DAM 

Source: New York 

Type: Laid-Up 

Purpose: Unknown 

Year 
Completed: 1913 

Owner Name: SPORTSMAN CLUB ASSOCIATION 

Owner Type: Private Landowner 

Comments:  

Physical 

Height: 10.0 

Width:  

Length: 107.0 

Location 

Longitude: -76.238889 

Latitude: 43.466944 

River/Stream: LITTLE SALMON RIVER 

County: Oswego 

HUC: SALMON - SANDY (4140102)  
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Barrier ID Barrier Name Height (ft) Waterbody Type H.U.C. 

081-0191 LITTLE SALMON DAM 11 LITTLE SALMON RIVER Laid-Up SALMON - SANDY 

 
 
 
 

LITTLE SALMON DAM 

Source: New York 

Type: Laid-Up 

Purpose: Unknown 

Year 
Completed: 1895 

Owner Name: T G LUDINGTON 

Owner Type: Private Landowner 

Comments:  

Physical 

Height: 11.0 

Width:  

Length: 65.0 

Location 

Longitude:  

Latitude:  

River/Stream: LITTLE SALMON RIVER 

County: Jefferson 

HUC: SALMON – SANDY (4140102) 
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Barrier ID Barrier Name Height (ft) Waterbody Type H.U.C. 

081-0166 FERNWOOD DAM 15 GRINDSTONE CREEK Gravity SALMON - SANDY 

 
 
 
 

Fernwood Dam 

Source: New York 

Type: Gravity 

Purpose: Hydroelectric 

Year 
Completed: 1826 

Owner Name: TH YOUNG COMPANY 

Owner Type: Private Landowner 

Comments:  

Physical 

Height: 15.0 

Width:  

Length: 116.0 

Location 

Longitude:  

Latitude:  

River/Stream: GRINDSTONE CREEK 

County: Oswego 

HUC: SALMON - SANDY (4140102)  

 
 
 



�
 

 79 

 

 



 

 80 

�		����C�>>,��+ ��� �-+���(��$����+!&$;�

�� �������������?� = ��� �

�+� )'���&
��)����3���	��
	'����"���� 
��������*��������

)������ ������ �

�+� )'���&
����� 
��������*�������= � *� �

*����= �	���
�� 
��	���-��	��	����

�*= � -�� �

�+� )'���&
��)����3���	��
	'����"���� 
��������*��������

,����
�� ��	�����
	��	�
��

������� �

�+� )'���&
��)����3���	��
	'����"���� 
��������*��������

�� 9+�G ���	�*�����2 �	����������	
��	�
��G ���	��

� 
�)��������2 �����&�� �

�+� )'���&
��)����3���	��
	'����"���� 
��������*��������

�

9+�)����,������� ��	"�0�	���	�
���������������)'���

�),0�)��

�� �����+�= ����� ����G ���	�

��� ��� 
���
&�,��������� �

�+� )'���&
��)����3���	��
	'����"���� 
��������*��������



�
 

 81 

G
#$"�&�%�&!�#+"�����&+!���"�-�&+��$""(�"�+��������&�"��$!#�&� �-+���9�!#�"��)+&&$�&",��


#��$""(�"�+&���$"!���)�����+���!#�$&�$ %+�!��$!#�!#��&� �-+���9��+�#��9�!#�"��)+&&$�&"�

�$���)��"!(�$���+���&�$���*�)*��+�#��+"��!#&�(�#�!#�&�(�#���-$&�� ��!+��*�"�(���

+�!�&�+!$-�",�

�


*%�"��9�$""(�"�+��������&�"F�

>, ��+�
+ %&�*�
., 	+�$9$��"+� ���
D, ���$ ��!+!$���
5, :��!+ $�+�!"�

�

�

�


#$"�%&�'��!�$"�"(%%�&!���)*�+��,�,���-$&�� ��!+��	&�!��!$��������*����$���.��&+�!��

/0��
123.453678�

�

�

�

Other major funds provided by: 
  

1. Mott Foundation 
2. Orchard Foundation 
3. Patagonia Foundation 

 
 
  
  
 


