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Bl ack Ri ver Wat er shed Co

Al most 100 people fildl
Zero Dock Street in Cag¥
Bl ack River Water shed |
| earned aboubefsftoarktesh otl}
and protect water qualf
including the next ge
Speakers presented on
projects including eD
detection, PFAS as an
Feder al Energy Regul at
relicensing, many Soil
District updates, and
Reduction Task Force.
conference arteucahvialill-aodbrige’ Wgttaecriéhed
ri wert er-sbpepfier2d nce

Conference at Zer

Photo by Tug Hill Commis

Save the Dat e! Bl ack River Watersh
June 2024, Hbagptce tToBB.ee you |t her e

NYYs Great Lakes Action Ag

I'n 2023, NYS Department of Envir[FEm
collaboration with paGtGeeat Lok
Agenda 2023 ( GLAA), &b assterdataecgiico,
guide restoration and conservat.

communities in New York's Great s Ao
River Watershed. A —
DE®@ Great Lakes Program staff wi

and communities to facilitate i m[

basin scale. Wor k tgheo uNosrLtabees aeOth & [if;

-St. LawrencRBa®Riverwlsiubh incl udedj

Bl ack River watershed stakehol dejf
watershed partnerships and woi or S
group,greaeaatillakes@dec.ny. gov

The release of the GLAA coincide@’ win?he en3agleMmadh
Great Lakes Restoration Initiat(lz‘lv%A BLRINOKcYXF%n
federal investments in Great La'kré‘é‘)le%CEecY'l%'nt:an
through 2029. More information TR199%/ avy
www. gl ri.us/ Iands/91881.htm|
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https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/91881.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/91881.html
mailto:greatlakes@dec.ny.gov
https://glri.us/
https://tughill.org/black-river-watershed-conference-2/
https://tughill.org/black-river-watershed-conference-2/

Conti nued Momentum For Tr o

I n a continued mission to reconnect cold wat el
Unlimited (TU) staff have recently completed ¢
River Watershed. By using the North Atlantic ¢/
( NAACC), numerous culverts and stream crossi ng
i mprovement. Of the tot al fciredsds isntgasf fa s sneesasrel dy |
pose a moderate or significant barrier to aqu:
and Hamilton counties wil!/ be reviewed for pot

and more have been made possible by fundin® fr
Sustain Our Great Lakes Program.

Trout Unlimited aims to improve the resilienc)
potential flood and property damage caused by
TWB staff works with NYS Department of Environ
contractors, and muni eciopnaslciitoiuess stool uctrieoantse tchlaitr
stream features and repurpose | ocal down tree:c
To |l earn more abé&uts-sTarpduwtr tlerdl icmintseed vati on and
vol unteer initiatives across the Northeast, f o«

l nstagram @TU_Northeast

Bl ack River I nit



Bl ack River Adaptive Model |
Updat es

I n 2023, the NYS DEC Great Lakes Program contrac
Bl ack River Adaptive Modeling project. The Bl ack
I mprove watershed management by wupdating the pre

2010 to meet new quality assurance requirements
supported by DEC, and to evaluate trends of past
which wil |l be completed in 2024, engaged with wa
qguality data, conducted a gap analysis, and i den
update the watershed model . Ramboll subcontracte
analyze existing water quality data, i demmstiSfoy I ma
and Water Conservation Districts to develop a Qu
provide staff with training on water quality mon
support water quality monitoring under a state a
watershed model. The watershed model will be dev
funding becomes available. We anticipate an upda

and phosphorus to be available in 2026/2027. Upo
Bl ack River Watershed confetreanlktiel la-na rwes/almel rdsehkeadc ¢ €
conf e2édnce

Left : Partners of the| BRAM
| ower Bl ack River i n Dext e
shed tour.

The tour ended at the| head
Ri ver on the Fulton Chain

Phot o by NYSDEC.

7o N v
— YN K é!-;; A

Left: Partners | earn &bout
toring at I ndependence RiV
Rd, Mi | 1 Creek at East St a
at Moose River Rd, and the

Cannan Rd.

Photo by NYSDEC.
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https://tughill.org/black-river-watershed-conference-2/
https://tughill.org/black-river-watershed-conference-2/

Lake Monitoring I n Hamil

Since 1993, Hamilton County Soil and Water Cons
water quality data on 20 | akeser morremeseffectiyv

The data is wused to
l i mnol ogi cal condi ti
determine i f any sig
water quality are oc
Additionally, water
l i mnol ogi sts, county
to manage | akes mor e
all eviate pollution g

O 0O 35 0O O

An Environment al Labg
Program (ELAP) certi f}
water quality anal ysi
i nclude | ab canduweti
chloraphwlkalinity,;
nitrogen; ammonia; ¢
phosphorus; dissolve
cal ciituomd al . District ;
data for pH; temperatfQ
oxygen; conductivity; =
a YSI ProDSS Multipa
Met eorol ogical dat a

I n 2023, staff monit
through October, and
processed. The Hamil
Moni toring Program dat-a i

i ncorporated into theé‘l?lséﬁz:k R
Model ing (BRAM) Project

—+o >

rﬁlto Count Soi l an
ver %\dapﬁly. :
e a

i
[ chni ciah
-a water sample on a brjsk Oc

Contact the -D4-8991 ctomatt HdS8

master data spreadsheet or program infor maition.
Lake Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance (FLL
www. fl |l owpa. org

Bl ack River Il nitia


http://www.fllowpa.org

Beyond the Classroom: The

Onei da County Envirot

This past April, the Oneida County Soil and Wate
Oneida County Envirothon. The annual event has D
i n Oneida county, fostering a deeper understandi
Students for med|g
a presentation { Ssa a2 W Ll
tests on soil s
forestry, wildl
current eneveonn
Experts with th
Depart ment o A
Natur al Resourc
Conservation Se
NRCS) and the Ut
hel ped el evate
event by assi st
creation of the e
exercilise |I's a wF~ , A =, g e
opportunity for t NeoPATUbE'sSRAELAAME from across the «
student s o
participatel
Oneida County SWCD staff were
able to extend t hj s e " S
L
winning team with :
feedback on the
presentation whi
power and public
This remar kabl e
earn 11th place g |
the NYS Envirothol =
was al so able to
round of Ted Wil
to support-steconh
education. The scls
awarded to not on

winning team but

and third

pl ace

Soi | and Water mascot , Ronni e |Raindr
to take photos with students an

Bl ack Ri ver I ni ti



Heml ock Wooly Adel gi d Virt.

The St. Lawrence Eastern Lake Ontario Partnersh
Management (SLELO PRI SM) in collaboration with
Chall enge (VHC) from November 2023, through Mar
community members to get outdoors and provides

out for hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA). HWA is an
which play an i mportant role in water quality I
ecosystem services for nature and peopl e. HWA i
and is spreading along the Eastern Lake Ontario

Participating in the VHC i-speasysi Al Yyoyouf baoei
t he Black River Watershed (or visit one of our
your observations to i Maplnvasives, and share vy
you have an excuse to gebtlobespdetebtsngipgpbar, f
a prize for your efforts!

| f Gyeo ui nt er e s tireadn-d e xgp emareence, SLELO PRI SM and t
Tomorrow Land Trust are hosting guided wal k and
Participants will |l earn to identify hemlock tre
observations using a free community science mob
of upcoming hikes occurring November through Ma

M
Take Check Hemlocks Report

- for Whi
a Hike Wo:lly Mc:;es & Share
& FVirtvalikeChallenge
Wb sleloinvasives org)VirtualHikeChallenge 4 &
» Win Cool Prizes -

2022024 Walk & Talk Schedel &M)hel d from 10 AM
Click here to |l earn more and register.
1/10/ 24 Trenton Greenbelt, Holland Patent

2/ 14/ 24 Forest Park, Camden

3/ 13/ 24 Great Bear Recreation Area, Ful t on

Bl ack River I ni ti


https://tughilltomorrowlandtrust.org/events/

Watertown Wat er Treat ment P

The City of Watertown (city) owns and operates a
County. Rated for a maximum capacity of 15 milli
treats 6 MGD from the Bl ack River to provide dri
45, 000. Along with the city, it provides water t
Country (DANC), and the towns of Pamel i a, LeRay,
On July 5, 2018 the City of Watertown public wat
order for failure to comply with the requ&rement
(EPA) Stage 11 Di sinfectants and Disinfection By
maxi mum contaminant | evel (MCL) for total trihal
hal oacetic acids (HAAS5)proaocksoWwbBHspi nTeet DBRR
|l evels in drinking water to protect public healt't
interact with natural organic matter (NOM).

I n response to elevated DBP | evelcsat itchres candy dpmts
to the system to reduce DBP |l evels to within reg
2017, the city has continued to exceed the MCL f

ty of Watertown Water Treatment Pl

Project Description

For the city to meet regulatory requirements and
i mprovements ar e &naNlTdPe d Tthee tihrep rooivteynent proj ect |
a conventional enclosed flocculation and sedi men
the installation of an ozone generation and trea
basin to ozone contact tanks, the rebuild and co
filters (BAF), and appurtenant wor k.

Funding Sources

The Watertown City Council passed a bond resolut
construction of the WTP I mprovements project. I n
t he &ciwayt er customers the city has applied for w;:

Bl ack Ri ver I nit



Watertown WTP |I mprovement s

various sources. The city acknowledges that any
wi || be their obligation.

Project Budget

The tot al project cost estimate is $50 million a
construction, wutilities, contingency costs, and
The Watertown WTP was originally constructed in
capacity in 1986 and 1990. The source water for
hi gh concentrations of organic matt@ar WTW®i whlt hebe
to continue providing safe and reliable drinking
For more inf owmwatviaodmyyt wivesvi/td:epart ment s/ Water Depa.

Water Treat ment Pl ant

The Lewis County Soil and
District and the Lewis Co
Recreation, Forestry and

working on a signage proj
® Ri ver more wuser friendly

Piggy backing on the work

Hi | | CommiBs saicdkn Ri ver Bl ue
' Pl an, | ocati ons have been
County to provide bridge
i us aklng Wayfaring eas
. i o ut ze the Bl ack
Bl ack River W 8d S0 Onat witi in
; e naV|gat|onaI porti
S gnage Pr OBleav&r River as well as t
interpretive kiosks at 10
signage plan has gained t
NYS DOT and the Lewis County Highway who will f a
the two highway organizations. Also, in cooperat
NYSDEC Al bany, the groupg panedr kimgkt ecignsatdailo
fishing regulation and other relevant informatio
navigati onal barriers found in the river, the th
section of the river and the final panel wil |l i n
l aunch that wil!.l i nclude a QR |l eading to additio
A portion of phase one is complete. The bridge s
wor king on fabricating supports for the signage
2024. Phase two, boat | aunch kiosks, wil/l begin
2 0 2245 .

9 Bl ack River I nit


https://www.watertown-ny.gov/departments/WaterDepartment/WaterTreatmentPlant
https://www.watertown-ny.gov/departments/WaterDepartment/WaterTreatmentPlant

Lewi s County Healthy Soli
AGNPS Round 29 Awarded
The Lewis County Soil and Water Conseitewits oGoDnt
Heal thy Sogliantrioherettgh Round 2®oohtt BeuAgei ¢ AIGN
Poll ution Abatement and Control Program. This gr
State with the total amount awarded being $457, 2
farms within the county, to plant cover crops oV
funded per year, | eading to a total acreage of 6
2023 AGNPS Projects
I n 2023, multiple best management practice (BMP)
county. These projects were funded by AGNPS gran
through special area funding. This past year, we
installed and completed, a silage | eachate coll e
new petroleum and oil products storage system in
provi de tshheasree dc ofsuthds t o c or®s tornu cotu ra nfda ranpsp.l yT hBeMsPe
or reduce the flow of pollutants into both surf a
Pictured right: A wast
system installed throud P S
grant progrh®xil 5SBRirsc uil sa
concrete manure storags
wastewater from the far
mi |l khouse waste, and sif

Pictured left: A petrol el
storage system i mpl ement
through a speci al proj ec:H
doubvMad | tanks, meaning t
containment is takentdboar
tank. This pilc000@egahlbws

fuel tanks and a 300 gal

Pictured right: A wast ==
system i mplemented thr o=
project fund. This is =
storage that will acco
gal |l ons.

10
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Lewi s County Achieves NYS
Communities Bronze Cert.

Lewis County has achieved a significant mil est ol
i

Communities (CSC) Bronze Certification. This ac:t
Coumt wyommi t ment to environmental stewardship bu
in the North Country region, being the sole coul
The CSC program, instituted by New York State, I
proactively address the challenges posed by cl i
greenhouse gas emi ssions. Lewis County enthusi a:
and dedicated efforts over the recent years hav:
To earn this certification, communities must col
comprehensive documentation, amassing a minimum
the successful completion of three priority act.
el ements. L&wcoem@@oumeénwyt to CSC was reflected in
168 points. The application featured not only t|

mandatory actions but also nine pledge el ements.
Some actions that contributed significantly to I
AEstablishing a CSC Task Force (20 Points)

AAppointing a CSC Coor di 10 Poi

nator nt s

AGover nment Operations
Points)

ASol ar Energy Installa

AAccess to Public Trans

This certification mar t on
in our ongoing efforts t e

t he changing climate,

sustainability in our

certification i s not ur
achi evement s; it i's a

cleaner , and more resi

County and the North (

To read Le@ai €SCosuanbmi s
vieseltmatesmart .-mer. tgiofvi/i
parti cd @mrhumigt i es/

To |l earn more about tl & CilmaFe §mart :
) ) . een I hfrastructure project ¢
Communities program Vis d the Lewis County SWCD at
climatesmart.ny. gov fairgrounds.

11 Bl ack River I ni ti



Strengthening Communities: L «
with Municipal Water Di

ts muni
abl e wal

For decades, Lewis County has assisted
its residents have access to clean, rel
being, and sustainability of its communities. [
pleted two | arge assessments of regiona water ¢
Water Study and the Central Lewis County Regi on:
tabul ate existing conditions and provide i mpl emzt
i ssues, these plans need to be put into action.

Enter the Lewis County Department of Planning a
variety of critical connections to grant fundi nq
tacts, and invalwuable knowledge from supporting
Lewis County Soil and Water, LCPCD began i mpl em
became cl ear that the first course of action, t|
critical next step for many of the identified pi
proved a budget that would allow for LCPCD to f
municipal water district projecfts :wattheag astsalbrliicgl
pansion and mai ntenan&e waft erhe n¥irlalsagacdafur®Byr iam
the village ®fw&foerenthiagemi ct to an established v
of West Carthage. As of October 2023, the town ¢
their project to the NYS Drinking Water I ntende:
PER engineers at Bapteon L 1l oouidicao t+.n

submit a NYS Water
provement (WIIA) pr
fund their expansi of

project. Additional -
hagen is nearing cols

and plans to use it

2024 CFA grants to

tion. These simple

ty to bring big eco

devel opment i mprove

as. So much so that |ThePERcRaw vie® drlUunstng through Ce
ed that these same ftlhhage. WPootbou dhg ettheed Dowint own| Econc

2024 to complete twHYmoWestpgqRs hage, Carthage, Wilne

These infrastructure investments will contribut:
help to | ay the -tggrom nidevaolrtkh faonmd | onngt ai nabil ity i
that are created through the vast number of par
most rur al system. F olre wnosrceo ui nntf yonr ymadt o vo/neaengstai rsti nie n

commuietvel opment /

12 Bl ack River I ni ti


https://lewiscountyny.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/
https://lewiscountyny.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/

Jefferson County Rain Bar

The Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservatio
| ocal MS4 community of West Carthage on October

Attendees | earned about the numerous benefits o1
denti al runoff is one way to i mprove water qual
dens and rain barrels are identified as applica

River 9E watershed management pl an.

Rain gardens and barr
benefits:

T I ntercept and sl ow
i Reduce erosion

9 Reduce fl ooding and
9 Reduce storm sewer

f Save money on water

Green infrastructure projlect ¢
County SWCD in the villlage o1

Each attendee that registered prior to the event
I

own home. Jefferson County Soi and Water Conse
barrel and rain garden wor kshop i n the espern

soncountyswcd-:-scerrav/jpcracmgdr afnosl | ow t heir Facebook pe
many other opportunities&@awarkhble through the

13 Bl ack River I ni ti


https://jeffersoncountyswcd.org/programs-services/
https://jeffersoncountyswcd.org/programs-services/

Wat ertown Cel ebrates Arbor [

Tree Watertown, along yw———*" < o e -
town and Noon Rotary CIF

Day 2023 by holding a g
event on April 29 and he
Bl ack River watershed,

senal Streets. Over 50 [\H

youth from | ocal schoo

dayy event. The tree pl g

trees that were remove

from the invasive emer i | -
S0 prov?ding important ASDIO\(/)é:mV\V/%fL?nrterePsnopTaTrticcolrEétin(
trol, air quality, and|phaRiithgt ePeiNehy tesmi £ Fleh g,
tertown community. To |learnAa—more—about—Free
Watertown and get involWaed @arn hormexand rgkeat inv

planting, follow us on YWaWw.efhancgekbook. com/
TreeWatertownDownt ownArbo

Bl ack Ri ver Trash Bas

The annual Bl ack River Trash Bash drew coll abor

mittees of Jefferson and Lewis counties, and t ht

get her the volunteers collected over 600 pieces

aims to bring community awareness to |itter poll

environment al and aesthetic characteristics of
Vol unteers participating|in a Black River Tr s
event at Otter Creek in Lewis County.

14 Bl ack River I ni ti



