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40s and 50s
The “skiing craze” takes hold of two couples from Lewis County.



The Williams Families

Emily and Lawton Williams Ruth and Perry Williams 



The Beginning

• Shared love of skiing
• Climbed everywhere in 

Lewis and Oneida 
Counties

• No rope tows, herringbone 
up the hills

• Wanted a local place to 
ski, for themselves and 
friends

Lawt & Perry



Early view of the slopes, 1940s

The current location was comprised of four 
different plots of land from four farmers 

(and one farmhouse):

Platt, Lee, Cruikshank, and Snyder

Equaling over 1,000 acres in the end.



Early Stamp of European 
Approval
• Herman “Jackrabbit” 

Johannsen
• Norwegian-Canadian skier
• Was well-known for his trail 

work in the larger Canadian ski 
resorts

• Was a guest in Perry and 
Ruth’s home for a week while 
scoping the terrain 

• Hired by Lawt and Perry to lay 
the early trail work and suggest 
positioning of rope tows

The “Jackrabbit” at Snow Ridge



Amenities
• “One-stop shopping”
• Farmhouse transformed 

into a chalet
• Cafeteria, ski and rental 

shop, restrooms, and a 
first aid room





Bill Miller
• 10th Mountain Division
• A friend of Lawt and Perry, 

taught them to ski down 
the hills they were climbing

Otto Lang
• Written in 1936 
• One of the texts Lawt and 

Perry used



Wax House
• Big picture windows to see the slopes – a big deal at the time!
• Wood stove to melt wax for skis



10th Mountain Division



Peter Gabriel
• First Ski School Director (1945-1947)
• Alberg versus step turn/stem Christie

Peter Gabriel in action, 1940s



Opening Day
• Snow Ridge opened 

during the 
Christmas holidays 
of 1945

• They had two rope 
tows, powered by 
tinkered vehicle 
engines 

• Lift ticket prices:
• $2 per day, OR
• $0.25 per ride

Newspaper article on Snow Ridge, Nov 1945



Aerial view of Rope Tows



Dogleg (left-handed) Rope Tow, added 1946

Dogleg facilities



Rope Tow Capacity
• By 1953, there were seven rope tows up the slopes at 

Snow Ridge
• Largest lift capacity in the Eastern United States
• ~8,000 skiers/hour

Rope Tow 5, 6, and 7 A Rope Tow Sandwich!



Initial Poma Construction/Installation
• 1954: first Pomalift sold in the U.S. was installed at Snow Pocket
• Jean Pomagalski – French inventor
• Lift capacity: 825 skiers/hour

Cat. Diesels installing Poma at Snowpocket, 1954 Fully-installed Pomalift, 1954



T-bars & Hall Ski Lift Company

Hall Lift T-Bar Up South Slope, 1955Hall Ski Lift Company Manufacturing Plate



Poma Relocation

• 1958: Pomalift was relocated 
from Snow Pocket

• A T-Bar took its place
• The Pomalift replaced an old rope 

tow at the beginner’s area
• The Pomalift burned down the 

same year it was moved
• Tickets = $4/day

Perry riding the relocated Poma, 1958



Roebling Chairlift
• New Jersey company
• Double-Chairlift on South Slope
• Required extensive grading and excavation

Construction work on Roebling, 1960Chairlift ride, 1960s



Roebling ribbon-cutting
• Third largest lift capacity in the Eastern United States
• Fall 1960: Ribbon-cutting ceremony, fancy dress
• Guests invited to ride to the top of North Slope



“If you build it, they will come”
Upon opening, Snow Ridge had the snow, the tows, all the amenities and a first-class 

ski director. All they needed now was people: and come they did.



“During the late 1940s 
and into the 50s, it is 
said that lines of cars, 
bumper to bumper, made 
their way from the New 
York State Thursday up 
the two-lane roads into 
Tug Hill Country on 
Friday nights, 
destination Snow Ridge! 
John Jay, the famous film 
maker called Snow Ridge 
‘the Western outpost of 
Eastern Skiing’”

White Magic, p. 15

Cars from Kingston Ontario, Syracuse, Rochester, and 
even NYC! Hitchiking, locally, was popular.



The Crossroads

Mary Ann Kelpy

• Lodgings, sometimes in the form of rented-out farmhouse 
rooms and barns, cropped up

• So did early eateries and entertainment, like The 
Crossroads (currently the Steak N Brew)



Ambiance
“High on a Mountain Peak” by the Bavarian Yodeling Club

Ticket Booth at the Ridge



Young Skiers at Snow Ridge
• From the beginning, arrangements were made with 

local schools for a ski program
• Promote lifelong love of the sport



Some Early Standouts

Renie Cox 
Port Leyden

Ken Phelps Jr 
Lyons Falls

Henry Chrzanowski

NYS Woman’s Downhill and Slalom 
Champion at 16

U.S. Woman’s Olympic Alpine Team

U.S. Men’s Alpine Olympic 
Team

Qualified for Junior Nationals at 
Sugarloaf at 15

Won Oneida Silversmith’s 3 
years in a row

And more: Redmond “Red” Wilcox, Stanley Evans, and members of the Borden, Cox, Evans, Phelps, Palmer, 
Britton, Kelly, Harris, Cardamone, Welch, and Bobela families.



All denominations 
welcome

• Chapel built by Rudi Kursteiner
• Mural by Burt Green
• Ski directly up to a twenty-minute service
• Organ playing included! 



Ski Patrol



60s-70s
An era of elegance 



Turin is Booming



Towpath Lodge
One of the many hotspots that emerged to accommodate skiers at 
the Ridge.



“It wasn’t long before the word spread. The 
two Williams families did a bang-up job of 

marketing their enterprise. Both couples were 
ever-present on the slopes of Snow Ridge and 
in the chalet après ski chatting with patrons. 

Perry, tall athletic, square-jawed with a 
million dollar smile, was as gregarious as 
they come… His wife, Ruth, charming and 

attractive, was always a fashion plate on the 
slopes. Lawton… a natty dresser, he stood 
out on the slopes… His lovely wife, Emily, 
adored by all for her warmth and kindness, 
was close friends with Emily, and for many 

years together set the tone of casual elegance 
that made Snow Ridge a magnet for affluent 

families from all over upstate New York: 
Syracuse, Watertown, Rochester, Utica, 

Rome.”
White Magic, p. 14

Ruth and Emily Williams



“In 1958, a top New York fashion 
house sent professionals to Snow 
Ridge to model their latest line of 
ski clothing on the slopes. Photos, 

shot by a professional 
photographer, appeared in The 
New York Herald Tribune. It is 

said that a few of the more 
photogenic personages around the 

Ridge were also invited to don 
some of the fashionable duds. This 

may have set the tone for what 
followed shortly at Snow Ridge, a 

period I refer to as “The Era of 
Elegance.”

White Magic, p. 102

Proof scans from the NYC model shoot, 1958.



Après Ski
• Live music

• Tea dancing

• Fancy dress

• Dinner parties

• Families hosting

• Cocktail parties



Candlelight
Catered dinners at the Candelight Restaurant. 
The bar was known as the “Mahogany Ridge”
According to Ann Frei, part of the reason women wore long skirts and dresses was to sneak long johns under them!



Tailgate Picnics 
Snow Ridge, and Turin, had an atmosphere of fun and togetherness, from the very formal events and 
get-togethers to the very casual.



Cookouts on top of Snowpocket & Watch Pocket 
Snack Bar, 1970s





Ski School and Racing



Rudi Kuersteiner: Charismatic, Skilled, and Innovative



Otto Frei: Hardworking, 
Ambitious, and a Tough Coach

Otto and Ann Frei



Innovative Promotion

Rudi and Otto on mechanical slope, 
1960s

Rudi touring with the mechanical slope



Jerry’s Story

Junior Gibbs, ski instructor Jerry’s Lift Ticket, 1959 Jerry, 1953



Zug, Switzerland

Jerome Britton, Andy Palmer, Foster Palmer, Otto Frei, 1964



International Trips
Swiss Air Crew



Events

•Easter Slalom  
•Art Shows 
•Fireworks
•Themed races
•Picnics

Photos from the Easter Slalom 



Famous 
people come 
to the Ridge

A model from the NYC fashion house, 1958Miss New York State, Kathryn T. Moden of Buffalo, 1961



Jack Kemp

Buffalo Bills Quarterback, Jack Kemp (left)



Famous people come to 
the Ridge

(L to R) Renie Cox, Billy Orcutt, and Gov. Averill Harriman





80s-Present
Moving into the modern day



The Smiths
• Moved in the 50s,
• Started skiing in the 60s,
• Permanent home in ‘77



Racing and the Oneida Silversmiths

P.T. Noyes presenting trophy to Stanley Evans



NASTAR

1977 NASTAR Finalists

Charlene Levitt Hinman, 1977 Andrea Arms, 1977

Five Snow Ridge skiers qualified for NASTAR amateur racing 
program in Keystone, Colorado (1977): 

Herb Magee, Paul Karaz, Charlene Baxa (nee Levitt Hinman), and 
Andrea Arms Rudnick. That may have been the largest group of 
skiers from a single ski area at the finals.



Grass Skiing and Free-
style Skiing



1980s Olympics & 
Korean Ski Team



Korean Ski Team



The Concert 
That Never 
Was…

In 1980, Snow Ridge was contacted 
by Columbia, Polygram, and 
Casablanca Records to host a concert 
that would turn into a film, with 
artists like Neil Young, Rod Stewart, 
The Eagles, and Bob Seger lined up 
to play…



Music – 90s
• An ongoing musical tradition 

at Snow Ridge
• Blues

• Son Seals
• Robert Lockwood Jr
• Clarence “Gatemouth” 

Brown
• Country 

• Toby Keith
• Brad Paisley
• Mark Chesnut
• Joe Diffie



MOE.down
An ongoing three-day festival hosted by MOE for seventeen years.



Special Olympics



Nick – what’s 
happening now?



Technology 
Changes

• Night skiing
• Snowmaking 
• Grooming 
• New winter sports and 

activities (tubing, 
snowmobiling, etc)



Snowmaking
• In the early years, formal 

grooming was unheard of and 
snowmaking was exclusively 
done by the elements

• If snow needed moving around in 
the 40s, snow had to be moved by 
vehicle, and local youngsters were 
offered free lift tickets in 
exchange for packing the slopes 
by foot

• Snowmaking was first installed at 
Snow Ridge in 1993

• Today, Snow Ridge has:
• 5 state of the art fan guns
• 2 air and water sticks



Grooming

Tundra Snowcat, early years Modern Grooming Apparatus



Year-Round 
Resort and 
Events



Trail Expansion



“The ski area’s loyal fans come for the cheap tickets, night skiing, 
and the kids’ programs. They stay for the fluffy, powdery snow. Some people 

call Snow Ridge ‘the best kept secret in the east’.” Turin is once more a 
sleepy little village in the middle of the Lesser Wilderness. But I can see the 

potential for a revival – I really can!
White Magic, p. 144
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Questions?
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