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Agricultural Environmental Management 

AEM is a statewide, locally-led, 

and voluntary process that helps 
farmers make common sense 
decisions toward meeting their 
business objectives while 
protecting and conserving natural 
resources. 
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Å AEM Law enacted in 2000 with soil and water conservation focus.  
Å Expanded in 2008 to include air, energy, and GHG management.  



Helps address New Yorkôs commitment to State 
and National priorities: 

 

ÅClean Water Act 

ÅSafe Drinking Water    

   Act 

ÅCoastal Zone   

   Management Act 

ÅGreenhouse gas mitigation, renewable energy, and 
climate change adaptation 

ÅAdaptable to future priorities  

 

Agricultural Environmental Management 



AEM Framework ς 5 Tier Approach 

5 

AEM Tier  Purpose 

Tier 1 ï Inventory (Questionnaire) Basic farm info and interests 

Tier 2 ï Assessment (Worksheets) 

Identify existing stewardship, 

resource concerns, and 

opportunities 

Tier 3 ï Planning Develop conservation plans  

Tier 4 ï Implementation 
Implement conservation practices 

based on the plans 

Tier 5 ï Evaluation  
Evaluate plans, practices, and 

programs 



Funding Programs to Advance 
AEM 

ÅAEM Base Program 

ÅAgricultural Non-Point Source Pollution 
Abatement and Control Program (AgNPS) 

ÅClimate Resilient Farming (CRF) 

ÅConservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) 

ÅEcosystem Based Management RFPs  

ÅCost-Share Programs from Key Partners 

NRCS, NYS DEC, EPA, and others 

 

 



Agricultural Non-Point Source Pollution 
Abatement and Control Program 

ÅAgNPS program cost shares BMP Systems Soil & 

Water Conservation Districts are the local sponsors 

Å Source:  NYS Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) 

Å Higher ranking for TMDLs, 303d, public drinking water, CAFO, and 

buffers 

Å $160M appropriated over 23 Rounds since 1994 

Å Currently R23: $14.1M awarded for $43M in State 

requested funds for Ag BMP projects proposed by Districts 

Å$14 million budgeted for 2017/18 (R24)  

 



AGNPS Grant Funds 

Cover Crop After Corn 
Silage Harvest 

Å5 Farms - Round 20 

Å3 Farms ï Round 22 

 



Benefits Of Cover Crops 

ÅReduced Sediment 
Runoff 

ÅImproved Nutrient 
Management 

ÅProtects Water Quality 

ÅReduced Soil 
Compaction 

ÅOver All Improved Soil 
Health 

 



Lewis County 
Cover Crop Survey 

ÅSent out to 140 
Farms 

Å36 responses 

 

ÅHurdles to Planting 
CC 

1. Limited Time for 
Cover Crop 
Planting Following 
Corn Silage 
Harvest  

2. Lack of Availability 
of Planting 
Equipment  

3. Cost  



Part C Funding - Interseeder 

ÅEstablishes crops in 
June/July 

ÅCover Crops have up 
to 4 months to grow  

ÅOnce corn silage is 
harvested, the cover 
crop remains 



InterSeeder 
Å188 Acres Cover 

Crop Planted 
2017  

ÅDemo Plots of 
Rye Grass, Red 
Clover and 
Daikon Radish 

Å2018 - 370 acres 



Daikon Radish, Annual Rye Grass & Red Clover Mixture 
Planted 7/6/17 



Interseeded Cover Crops After CS 
Harvest 



Interseeded Cover Crops After CS 
Harvest 



Soil Health 
Workshop 



Soil Health Workshop 

35 Attendees 

Classroom & Infield 
Component 

 


