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Unearthed Turin Water Pipe: The Plumbing Technology of Yore 
A piece of history was recently unearthed in Turin, Lewis County. While working to locate and replace the village’s exisƟng water main 

along Route 26, crewmen from Shue Brothers were halted in their digging by a hard wooden 

arƟfact. While the iniƟal discovery was not the water main they were searching for, the wood-

en pipe is believed to have served as the village’s water main potenƟally as far back as the pre

-Civil War era. 

While it is difficult to determine an exact date for the Turin pipe installaƟon, the village was 

founded at the turn of the 19th century, and wooden water mains were a common method of 

providing running water into early municipaliƟes. In the absence of precise daƟng, Mayor Josh 

Leviker esƟmates that the pipe could be from the early-to-mid 1800s. Elm and hemlock were 

common materials for wooden mains, and they were oŌen bored manually, someƟmes with 

the help of fire to burn the heartwood. 

Wooden mains may seem underwhelming, unƟl you consider how they paved the way for the 

modern conveniences. Historically, structures dedicated to ferrying in fresh water and remov-

ing wastewater were crucial to the development of communiƟes, especially in growing towns 

and ciƟes. Without it, acquisiƟon of water from streams or pumps would be more arduous, 

especially in winter. There is evidence as far back as Ancient Egypt of copper pipes being used 

to provide indoor plumbing for royalty and someƟmes augmenƟng irrigaƟon. The Romans 

were known for their massive aqueduct structures, but they also used pipes made from lead 

to bring water to communiƟes. In fact, the origin of the word “plumbing” comes from the 

LaƟn plumbus, meaning lead, though water pipes were also oŌen made from ceramic and wood. Centuries later, wooden mains became 

the most popular medium for running water in Europe and the United States, parƟcularly among the well-to-do. 

Today, most homes have water heaters, faucets with adjustable temperature, running toilets, showerheads, and so on, but indoor plumb-

ing is a widespread convenience from the modern era. In parts of New York State, faucets with running water in individual homes were 

less common unƟl the 20th century. There are, however, some notable examples like the LeRay Mansion (rebuilt 1826-1827) in Jefferson 

County that had wooden mains for personal use, precisely like the one located in Turin. 

The presence of the water main was previously unknown. Remarkably, the old infrastructure had neither disturbed – or been disturbed by 

– Route 26, nor came to light even when the new main was placed. The crew was able to excavate the wooden main intact, and village 

officials say that the arƟfact will be on display in the Turin Municipal Building. 
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Leasing to Solar Developers Webinar Series 

July 12 - This webinar will give parƟcipants an overview that prepares them to more beneficially discuss leasing issues with developers and 
with aƩorneys who would preferably advise landowners on specific leasing language before a lease is negoƟated or signed.  

To register: www.bit.ly/solarJuly12 

July 26 -  This webinar will focus on how to structure and manage the financial, and most importantly, the tax implicaƟons of windfall of 

solar lease income, should it become available to the landowner. We will cover a number of key estate planning, trust structuring, LLC for-

maƟon, and other mulƟgeneraƟonal wealth preservaƟon opƟons.   

To register: www.bit.ly/solarJuly26 

There are two addiƟonal webinars in the series (announcements to come): 

August 9 - We will discuss agrivoltaics beyond grazing including an overview of pracƟces and business & legal consideraƟons from solar 

design to solar operaƟon. 

August 23 - Is a Q&A session where speakers from the previous 3 webinars will be invited back to answer quesƟons in depth. In addiƟon 

we will review any changes that have occurred to state solar policy since the previous webinar series (extension.psu.edu/uƟlity-scale-and-

community-solar-in-new-york-and-pennsylvania). 




