Winter 2021 Accomplishments and Challenges of 2021

In 2021, watershed stakeholders recommendations as identified in the
eased into a o0new 10 YearProgress report released by
watershed coordination and found the Tug Hill Commission and New
opportunities to continue York State Department of
advancing progress despite the Environmental Conserva
myriad of challenges faced during Great Lakes Program in 2020. The
the pandemic. Virtual connections continued progress made in 2021 to
substituted for past in -person sustain the Black River watershed
meetings; outdoor meetings land and water resources are
replaced conference rooms; and, highlighted in this newsletter. Please
collective individual actions have take a moment to refle
been shared as part of group accomplishments and challenges, and
efforts. Through our ability to consider what we can do by working
adapt, progress was able to together in 2022. We thank you all for
continue towards meeting the your involvement and support of the
n ambitious goals of the Black River Black River Initiative, and hope to see
Initiative, and advance additional you soon! Happy New Year!
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https://tughill.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Black-River-Progress-Report-Final-With-Cover.pdf

Virtual Black River Watershed Conference

The 2021 Black River Watershed Conference
was held virtually to continue to follow CDC
guidance.

Presentations during the 2021 virtual

conference were given on Wednesdays as part

of a series titled 0Bl ack River Watershed
Wednesdaysé. Topics varied based on | ocal
interests and included:

1 Ice and Snow Best Practices

1 Hemlock Wooly Adelgid in A Changing

Climate

1 Weather Resilience: Tips for Improving your _ _ )
Communities Ability to Respond to Extreme Questions? Contact Jennifer Harvill at:
Weather Jennifer@tughill.org

1 Black River Trail Extension and Regional

Bicycle/Pedestrian Connectivity ]
1 OUTSTEPS Community Platform Stay tuned for details on the

2022 Black River Watershed

More information on conference presentations is

available at: www .tughill.org/black -river -watershed Conference.
-wednesdays-2021/, or watch the presentations on
the Tug Hill Commission YouTube Channel. Hope to see you there!

Black River Trash Bash in the COVID Era

In 2021, Lewis County and Jefferson County
Water Quality Coordinating Committees and
Lyons Falls Alive held Black River Trash Bash
cleanup events, with 23 volunteers participating
at three locations. Participants cleaned up 219
pounds of trash from the shorelines at Eatonville
Falls, Marble St. Park in Watertown, and Lyons
Falls. While these volunteers didn't meet any
records for amount of trash cleaned up, they
enjoyed coming together in person and sharing
this experience of cleaning up the river and places
they love. This year, Tug Hill Commission
partnered with Alliance for the Great Lakes

Adopt a Beach Program to collect and share data
from the trash cleanups. For more on the
collaboration across the Great Lakes, and to get
involved in next years cleanup, visit:

www .greatlakes.org/2021/11/over -200000- Lewis County WQCC Tras
volunteers -and-8282807-pieces-of-litter/ State Forest. Photo by
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