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Organizations, municipalities, and 

other key partners throughout the 

Black River watershed continue to 

fight the good fight towards 

sustaining our Black River land 

and water resources.  

 

Under the Black River Watershed 

Management Plan and Black 

River 9 Element Watershed Plan, 

these actions include 

implementing agricultural, 

stormwater, and wastewater 

treatment best management 

practices.  

 

The Consolidated Funding 

Application (CFA)  awards 

announced in December 2019 

included the following projects 

totaling $1.8M in the watershed 

that continue to implement these 

important actions:  

¶ Lowville Wastewater Treatment 

Plant Improvements - $1.6 million  

¶ Town of Champion Salt Storage - 

$150,000 

¶ Lyons Falls Wastewater 

Treatment Plant Study -$20,833 

¶ Constableville Wastewater 

Treatment Plant Study - $20,833 

¶ Wilna Wastewater Treatment 

Plant  Study -$20, 833 

¶ Forestport Wastewater Treatment 

Plant Study - $19,960  

 

Thanks to the efforts of these 

communities and their partners, 

momentum has been maintained 

towards the collective actions to 

protect Black River drinking water, 

conserve fish and wildlife habitats 

and populations, and improve quality 

of life in the region. We can all look 

forward to seeing and enjoying the 

fruits of these labors.  
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pollution and to increase public awareness and 

appreciation of the river.    If you or your 

community group are interested in participating 

in next yearõs event, please contact Jennifer 

Harvill at jennifer@tughill.org  or toll -free at (888)

785-2380.   

Black River Initiative 

Black River Trash Bash Sets Records in 2019 

The 2019 Black River Watershed Conference was 

held at the rustic Camp Aldersgate on the shore of 

Pleasant Lake in Greig, NY, attracting over 80 

attendees.  

 

Presentations included an update on the Jefferson 

County Stormwater Coalition activities by 

Christine Watkins, Research on Road Salt 

Pollution from Dr. Dan Kelting, A Review of Hydro - 

electic projects in the Watershed by John Wiley, the 

Geologic History of the Upper Black River 

Watershed from Dr. Chris Ebey, and Research on 

the Ecological Impacts of Plastics from Dr. Eric 

Hellquist. The keynote speaker for the conference 

this year, Peter Annin, reviewed the history and 

purpose of the Great Lakes St. Lawrence Water 

Resources Compact, which regulates water resource 

use in the basin to benefit Great Lakes  

communities.    
 
More information on conference presentations is 
available at: http://www.tughill.org/projects/black -
river -projects/black -river -watershed -conference/ 
 
Questions? Contact Jennifer Harvill at                
jennifer@tughill.org  

2019 Black River Watershed Conference 

                                                                                

In the tenth year of the Black River Trash Bash, 

a record 82 event participants (many participants 

attended more than one event) representing six 

groups collected a record 1,000 pounds of trash 

from 11 locations along the waterways and 

shorelines of the Black River Watershed.    

 

Participating groups included Lyons Falls Alive, 

Adirondack Communities Advisory League, the 

Lewis County and Jefferson County Water 

Quality Coordinating Committees, Jefferson 

Community College and the Haderondah 4H 

Club.   Many participants included school -aged 

kids and college students.    

 

The Black River Trash Bash is an annual 

watershed -wide event to clean up along the river 

and document what litters its shores, in 

coordination with the International Coastal 

Cleanup . The event seeks to increase public 

participation in solving the problem of litter and 

Peter Annin, author of Great Lakes Water Wars, 

presents on the  history of water withdrawals and 

regulations to conserve Great Lakes water supplies.  

   Stay tuned for details on the   

    2020 Black River Watershed   

               Conference 

        Hope to see you there! 

Over 30 JCC students participated in this yearôs trash 

bash. Chris Ebey, JCC  

NYSDEC Photo 

mailto:jennifer@tughill.org
http://www.tughill.org/projects/black-river-projects/black-river-watershed-conference/
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https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/international-coastal-cleanup/C:/Users/exsherid/Documents/Black%20River
https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/international-coastal-cleanup/C:/Users/exsherid/Documents/Black%20River
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Under a newly awarded state contract, the St. Lawrence Eastern Lake Ontario Partnership for 

Regional Invasive Species Management (SLELO PRISM) hired two new full time staff to enhance 

invasive species initiatives in the region. SLELOõs Restoration and Resiliency Coordinator, Robert 

Smith (terrestrial), and Brittney Rogers (aquatic) are working on ways to enhance the health and 

resiliency of our lands and waters and want to engage with community members in the Black River 

Watershed.  

 

Robert Smith holds a Master of Science from SUNY College of 

Environmental Science and Forestry (ESF) and can assist 

communities with terrestrial invasive species identification and 

management including ecosystem restoration.   Robert is leading 

efforts to protect terrestrial priority conservation areas, such as the 

Black River and Tug Hill, from the impacts of invasive species through 

early detection and rapid response efforts. He is coordinating the 

Eastern Lake Ontario Swallowwort Collaborative  to connect 

researchers and land managers to implement best management 

practices to control swallowwort. Robert is also developing an urban 

forest sustainability initiative  and community guidance to enhance 

the resiliency of urban forests in the wake of invasive forest pests, such 

as emerald ash borer and spotted lanternfly, and a changing climate.  

 

Please reach out to Robert if you have questions or are working on projects related to the prevention or 

management of terrestrial invasive plants and animals at robert.l.smith@tnc.org ; 315-387-3600 x7723.  

 

Brittney Rogers also holds a Master of Science from SUNY ESF and can 

assist communities with aquatic invasive species identification and 

management, and can help boat launches with using New York States 

Watercraft Inspection Steward Program to prevent boaters from 

introducing aquatic invasive species. The program will be expanding to 

20 sites throughout the region in 2020.  

 

Communities in the Black River Watershed can connect with Brittney  

to protect aquatic priority conservation areas, including the Black River 

and Whetstone Reservoir, from the impacts of invasive species through 

early detection and rapid response efforts. Brittney can help 

communities in the Black River connect with Cornell Universityõs  

Atkinson Center for a Sustainable Future to use environmental DNA 

(eDNA) to detect the presence of invasive species such as tench, 

snakehead and Asian carp in the Black River and other regional 

waterways. Brittney can also help interested volunteers and 

communities understand how water chestnut is best managed, and how 

hand pulling can help reduce nutrients in waterways, under her work    

  with Cornellõs Nutrient Analysis Lab (CNAL).   

 

If you are interested in collaborating on aquatic restoration projects, would like to volunteer with water 

chestnut pulls, eDNA sampling or the watercraft inspection steward program, or if you just want to 

know what that weird plant is in your pond, please reach out to Brittney at Brittney.rogers@tnc.org ; 

 New Staff  Connecting with Communities to  

Combat Invasive Species 

Robert Smith                           

Brittney Rogers                           

The Nature Conservancy Photo 

The Nature Conservancy Photo 
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